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EDITOR’S NOTE

A
s we celebrate one more Women’s Day,

Express Pharma decided to analyse if

the pharmaceutical sector in India was

keeping up with the global realisation

that we need to leverage this talent pool

and achieve an optimum level of gender diversity.

Previous editions of our Women’s Day coverage

have covered role models within pharma companies

from functions as varied as pharma marketing, R&D,

clinical trials, production, as well as academia. But

the common refrain from these role models was that

they would rather be celebrated for their

achievements as professionals and hence we’ve

discontinued this practice.

Looking beyond corporate pharma roles, we found

that over the years, women have been rising up the

ranks of India’s pharma regulatory framework.

Among the bureaucrats, we have Shubhra Singh as

Chairperson, NPPA as well Ritu Dhillon, Member

Secretary, NPPA. Other seniors include Preeti Sudan,

Secretary, MoH&FW, Dr Rachna Paliwal, Research

Officer(H), Ministry of AYUSH and Rita Teaotia,

Chairperson, FSI who was also one of the rare women

to be Commerce Secretary. Payal Saluja, Principal

Technical Officer, CDAC and Shruti Gupta,Project

Engineer, CDAC, also serve at important posts in the

CDAC.

This year, we did a quick analysis and found that

the percentage of women officers among the state

drugs control officers has shown a steady increase

over the years. This is interesting because as the

country’s drug regulatory arm, Central Drugs

Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) officials are

involved in raids, prosecutions, and other

enforcement activities. The common perception is

that women generally do not prefer such posts but

industry observers point out that the CDSCO still has

a fair number of women with drug control roles.

Drugs control postings are not dangerous per se but

inadequate support staff and lack of mobility make

the task a little difficult. But the women in these

postings seem to have taken these issues in their

stride.

Industry observers quip that with women heading

Nigeria’s NAFDAC, FDA Ghana and FDA Ivory Coast,

India could also have a woman DCG(I) in the not so

very distant future.

According to data with the All India Drugs Control

Officers Confederation (AIDCOC), in terms of

percentage of women officers among the state drugs

control offices, Tamil Nadu tops at 45 per cent,

followed by Jammu & Kashmir (30.59 per cent).

Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh both have around 25

per cent as along Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

Punjab (20 per cent), Jharkhand (19 per cent), Gujarat

(18 per cent), Maharashtra (17 per cent), Haryana (14

per cent) and West Bengal (11 per cent) are other

states with encouraging statistics.

But the numbers do not tell the full story. Consider

the leadership level at which some of these women

officers are currently posted. Four women officers

serve as State Drugs Controllers in their respective

Drugs Control Departments/FDAs. Ritu Sahay

serves as Director (Drugs), State Drugs Control

Directorate, Jharkhand while Jyoti Sardesai is

Director, Directorate of Food & Drugs

Administration, Goa. Lotika Khajuria is Drug

Controller, Drugs & Food Control Organisation,

Jammu and Kashmir and Mamina Patnaik is Drugs

Controller (I/C), Drugs Control Administration,

Odisha.

Similarly, four women officers (of 21, that is around

19 per cent) are Deputy Drugs Controllers(I)

(DDC(I)). Swati Srivastava is at the CDSCO HQ in

Delhi while Shanthy Gunashekharan, is DDC(I)

Chennai, Annam Visala in Hyderabad and Rubina

Bose in Mumbai.

At Assistant Drugs Controller (I) level, four out of

45 posts (8 per cent) are women officers: Kavita

Sharma, Indira P and Shradha Srivastava at HQ and

Sarala Devi at Sea Port, Chennai. At drugs Inspector

level, 30 out of 224 (13 per cent) are women officers.

The Pharmaceutical Export Promotion Council of

India (Pharmexcil), the authorised agency of the

Government of India for promotion of pharma

exports, currently has very limited number of women

but two are at very important positions. For example,

M Roja Rani as Director and Lakshmi Prasanna as

senior regulatory affairs officer, both at the head office

Hyderabad.

One hopes that the numbers will continue to build

up from the junior levels so that there is a pipeline of

qualified and experienced women drug control

officers. Will their presence make a difference to the

quality of regulation? Or will they be seen as a threat or

worse a liability by fellow officers? Changing mindsets

take time. For instance , consider that India’s first

batch of women fighter pilots were inducted into the

Indian Air Force just last June. Luckily these

pioneers, in the IAF as well as the CDSCO, will share

their learnings and make it easier for their younger

sisters following in their footsteps.

With women
heading
Nigeria’s

NAFDAC, FDA
Ghana and FDA

Ivory Coast,
India could also
have a woman

DCG(I) in the not
so very distant

future

Stree Shakti in the CDSCO!

VIVEKA ROYCHOWDHURY Editor

viveka.r@expressindia.com





PPLConclave 2019 was an awesome
gathering of all packaging professionals
which is not a simple taskbut 
Express Pharmateam have made it
possible on its second edition  too.Thanks
for taking everypackaging technologist on
a single platform

PRASAD MADDULA
Head, Packaging Development,
Aizant Drug Research Solutions

Express Pharma should feel proud of
organising the PPLConcalve .The
platform allows experts from the
industry to discuss about the
packaging trends across the globe.
The subjects discussed during the
conclave were meaningful and
insightful.Panelists were well versed
with industry knowledge.
Discussions/ queries from the
delegates were also intellectual
MOHAN MONE
Consultant Pharma Packaging,
Systems & Innovations

Please accept my mind blowing
appreciation for the excellent job
Express Pharma team has done.I
understand that it is one of the most
waited young forum for packaging
technologist to get the energy those
are passionate in packaging also
something good and great for the
organisation  and society.This  time
you have added many awards for
young professionals.They will
definitely be inspired

SOUMYANATH MISHRA
DGM I Packaging and Development,
Mankind Pharma

This conclave is an ignition for
thoughtful generation of debates and
creative ideas which are beneficial to
innovate in their respective fields

SURESH GANAPURAM
DGM R&D, Intas Pharma

It was really a great effort bringing all
the pharma packaging fraternity
together and discussing on the
current topics.PPLConclave is
unique and I hope the conclave will be
able to bring newer aspects
MAHENDRA SAHU
General Manager, PTT -Packaging, Sun
Pharmaceutical Industries

My best wishes are always with the
team of Express Pharma. I also
believe that this conclave should
rapidly grow and I am always there to
support you.PPLConclave 2019 was
excellently organised by the team of
Express Pharma,really appreciate the
way you guys are doing it.PPL
conclave is such a wonderful platform
where we can exchange our ideas,
thoughts,concerns, innovations
among the packaging fraternity

AVADHESH SARAWAGI
AGM, Packaging Development Department- OSD,
Amneal Pharmaceuticals



Needless to reassert the value of the
people and presentation besides very
useful insights

PV NARAYANAN
Chairman,
SIES School of Packaging & 
Packaging Technology Center

It was a great platform to share and
discuss our thoughts, learn new
things and increase network

MADHIBOYINA PRADEEP
General Manager,
Packaging Development, Micro Labs

It was an excellent journey with
Express Pharma at the PPLConclave
2019 in Hyderabad.It was a great
experience and platform to discuss
on innovations and updates in the
pharma packaging industry. It was my
pleasure to participate in this year’s
edition and the award function was an
encouragement for packaging
professionals

MEDURI VAMSEE
AGM - Packaging Research and Development,
APL Research Centre -II 
(A Division of Aurobindo Pharma)
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THE 6TH edition of PharmaLyt-

ica will be held in Mumbai

from June 10-12, 2019 at the

Bombay Exhibition Centre in

Goregaon (E). In the 6th edition

of this international trade fair

and conference, the pharma

community can pick up on the

latest industry trends, innova-

tions and do business with ana-

lytical, laboratory, machinery

and packaging industry. For

the first time ever, the 6th edi-

tion will see a new pavilion for

API and excipients.

PharmaLytica conference,

collocated with the exhibition

is the knowledge forum and

important industry gathering

that will bring an entire range

of topics in analytical, out-

sourcing, laboratory, scientific

and biotechnology sector.

PharmaLytica is evolving as

the leading marketplace for

products and services along

the entire value chain in niche

segments within the pharma

industry.

Express Pharma is the 

media partner for the event.

Association partners are CIPI

The Innovation Gallery will

display innovative products

from leading exhibitors. Visi-

tors can attend the gallery for

free and at one location to see

a wide range of new products

and technologies in the mar-

ket. More than 300+ exhibitors

will congregate at the venue

which will be spread around an

area of 12000+ sq mts.

EP News Bureau

6th edition of PharmaLytica 
to be held in Mumbai from 
June 10-12,2019

T
he third edition of India’s

B2B International Trade

Fair ‘FLAVOURS &

FRAGRANCES EXPO 2019’ will

take place between April 16 and

17, 2019 at Bombay Exhibition

Centre, Goregaon (East), Mum-

bai.

FLAVOURS & FRA-

GRANCES EXPO 2019 organ-

ised by Procyon Exhibitions &

Events, is a B2B exhibition pri-

marily designed to serve as a

platform for the fragrance and

flavour industry in terms of

business and technical content.

The event will feature both– In-

dian as well as international 

exhibitors and visitors and, is

planned with a view to meet the

latest requirements of the

global fragrance and flavour 

industry. 

The expo is expected to 

witness a number of eminent

and important players from fra-

grance and flavour, aroma chem-

icals, essential oils, fruit, floral,

spice and herbal extracts,

aerosols,  as well as packaging

and private label manufactures.

FLAVOURS & FRA-

GRANCES EXPO 2019 this year

has announced the F&F Acade-

mic Tour 2019 that will take

place from April 13 to 20, 2019.

Tour participants will not only

get the privilege of being part of

Flavours & Fragrances Expo

2019 and the power packed In-

teract Conference 2019 but, will

also get an opportunity to visit

various cultivation farms which

include mango farm, cashew

farm, sandalwood farm, 

agarwood farm and green plan-

tation aromatic sites. 

The event will provide world-

class infrastructure to exhibit

and also gives an opportunity to

network, business relations and

launch new products as they are

working with various segments

such as FMCG and other indus-

tries like cosmetic, personal

care, hair care, household care,

air care, perfumes and Doe’s,

bakery and confectionery, bever-

age industry and beyond. 

The platform will allow the 

exhibitors to showcase their

brand, collect qualified leads,

and connect with potential

customers and partners. It

aims to be a success by the

sheer collaboration of the in-

dustry segments’ key repre-

sentatives, through promo-

tional activities via print,

electronic and outdoor media

ensuring maximum reach to

the target audience, thereby

further boost promoting the

brands globally.

EP News Bureau

FLAVOURS & FRAGRANCES EXPO 2019 to be held in Mumbai

THE 9TH Edition of PharmaT-

ech Expo 2019 & LabTech Expo

2019 organised by PharmaTe-

chnology Index.com will be

held in Chandigarh from April

19-21, 2019. The international

exhibition on pharma machin-

ery, formulations, nutraceuti-

cal, lab, analytical and packag-

ing equipment, will give

opportunities to suppliers,

manufacturers, industrialists,

entrepreneurs, buyers and con-

sultants to assemble at this

common platform. 

PharmaTech Expo 2019 &

LabTech Expo 2019 is 

dedicated to pharmaceutical

innovation, technology and

knowledge where latest cut-

ting-edge technologies will be

showcased. This year, the event

will focus on pharma manufac-

turing and processing technol-

ogy, pharmaceutical systems

and services, pharma formula-

tion, nutraceutical, food and

cosmeceuticals and ayurveda.

The exhibition will be held

in the space of 7000 square me-

tres. About 180 exhibitors from

different states of the country

participated in the event and

about 4000 visitors visited the

event last year.

EP News Bureau

9th Edition of
PharmaTech Expo 2019
& LabTech Expo 2019 to
be held in Chandigarh
The event is dedicated to
pharmaceutical innovation,
technology and knowledge 
where latest cutting-edge
technologies will be showcased

The 6th edition will see a new pavilion for API and
excipients

PRE EVENTS
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ANALYTICA ANACON India

and India Lab Expo, the 

platform for the analysis, labo-

ratory-technology and biotech-

nology market, will be held in

Mumbai from April 16-17, 2019.

Both the events have the poten-

tial for more than 400 ex-

hibitors and 10,000 visitors in

three halls. 

Both events will cover the

entire value chain for industrial

and research laboratories. The

focussed exhibition sectors will

give visitors a comprehensive

overview of the market, innova-

tions and best-practice exam-

ples: analysis, biotechnology,

laboratory technology, quality

control / Measuring and 

testing.

The conference is tailored to

the Indian market. The events

will give profound insights into

science and research. Interna-

tional experts will present the

latest techniques in all applica-

tion sectors. 

The 12th edition of analytica

Anacon India and India Lab

Expo welcomed 41 companies

from nine countries including

Japan, China, South Korea,

Germany, the US, Italy, Singa-

pore, Switzerland and the UK.

The participants displayed lat-

est international quality 

products from laboratory in-

struments, analysis, diagnos-

tics and biotechnology from

September 6-8, 2018.

EP News Bureau

Mumbai to host
analytica
Anacon India
and India Lab
Expo

More than 400
exhibitors and
10,000 visitors
are likely to take
part in the events,
scheduled to take
place from April
16-17, 2019 in BEC
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DEAL TRACKER

Lifesciences sector reports 51 deals worth $29.6 bn in Feb’19

IN FEBRUARY 2019, the healthcare

industry reported 51 deals worth $29.6

billion, as compared to the last 

12-month average (i.e., February 2018-

January 2019) of 65 deals worth $30.8

billion. Danaher’s proposed acquisition

of biopharma business of General Elec-

tric Life Sciences for $21.4 billion is the

major deal that has contributed 72 per

cent to the total deal value in February

2019. This acquisition will enable Dana-

her to further expand its life sciences

portfolio and its current biologics work-

flow solutions. Other notable deals in

February 2019 include Roche’s pro-

posed acquisition of Spark Therapeu-

tics for $4.3 billion to accelerate the de-

velopment of gene therapies; Ipsen’s

proposed acquisition of Clementia

Pharma for $1.3 billion to expand its

rare disease portfolio.

The healthcare industry reported 71

venture capital (VC) deals worth $1.7

billion in February 2019, as compared to

the last 12-month average (i.e., February

2018-January 2019) of 84 deals worth

$1.9 billion. Maze Therapeutics raising

US$191 million in venture financing

round; Arvelle Therapeutics raising

$180 million in series A financing round;

and Peloton Therapeutics raising $150

million in series E financing are some of

the major deals reported in February

2019.

Deal Date Acquirer (s) Target Deal value (US$ m) 

28-Feb-19 Third Rock Ventures LLC; Alexandria Venture Investments;
ARCH Venture Partners LP; Foresite Capital Management

LLC; Casdin Capital LLC; GV Management Co LLC

Maze Therapeutics, Inc. (US) 191.0

14-Feb-19 Andera Partners; Life Sciences Partners BV; NovaQuest
Capital Management LLC; H.I.G. BioHealth Partners; BRV

Capital Management

Arvelle Therapeutics GmbH (Switzerland) 179.9

20-Feb-19 The Column Group LLC; Orbimed Advisors LLC; Nextech
Invest Ltd; RA Capital Management LLC; EcoR1 Capital
LLC; Biotechnology Value Fund LP; Tichenor Ventures,

LLC; Foresite Capital Management LLC; Driehaus Capital
Management LLC; Eventide Asset Management, LLC;
Topspin Fund; Curative Ventures; Vida Ventures LLC

Peloton Therapeutics Inc (US) 150.0

14-Feb-19 Sequoia Capital China; Undisclosed Firm; Lilly Asia
ventures; GIC Pvt Ltd; CMB International Capital
Management (Shenzhen) Co., Ltd.; LYFE Capital

Burning Rock Biotech (China) 125.7

14-Feb-19 Orbimed Advisors LLC; New Leaf Venture Partners LLC;
Versant Venture Management LLC; Lilly Asia ventures;

Frazier Healthcare Partners; Vivo Capital LLC

Passage Bio Inc (US) 115.5

Deal Date Acquirer (s) Target Deal value (US$ m) 

25-Feb-19 Danaher Corp (US) Biopharma Business (US) 21,400.0 

25-Feb-19 F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd (Switzerland) Spark Therapeutics Inc (US) 4,300.0 

25-Feb-19 Ipsen SA (France) Clementia Pharmaceuticals Inc (Canada) 1,303.0 

13-Feb-19 Charles River Laboratories International Inc (US) CiToxLAB Group (France) 510.0 

01-Feb-19 TPG Capital LP (US); Vida Ventures LLC (US) Kadiant Inc (US) 300.0

Danaher’s proposed acquisition of biopharma business of GE Life Sciences for $21.4 billion contributed
72 per cent to the total deal value in February 2019
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POST EVENTS

THE INDIAN Pharmacopoeia

Commission (IPC), Ministry of

Health & Family Welfare, 

Government of India, in collabo-

ration with Uppsala Monitoring

Centre (UMC), Sweden recently

organised the 5th ‘Asia Pacific

Pharmacovigilance Training

Course’ in Ghaziabad. The

course was tailored to regional

needs and addressed challenges

unique to pharmacovigilance.

The purpose of the course was

to further develop effective and

sustainable pharmacovigilance

practices for member countries

of the WHO Programme for 

International Drug Monitoring

(WHO-PIDM) and individuals

involved in the field by creating

a unique opportunity for learn-

ing and collaboration.

The 30 participants from 14

countries — Sweden, 

Zimbabwe, Malawi, Congo,

Swaziland, Bangladesh, Viet-

nam, Maldives, Botswana,

Oman, Philippines, Malaysia,

Ethiopia, and India — partici-

pated in the course. Dr GN

Singh, Secretary-cum-Scien-

tific Director, IPC, Ministry of

Health & Family Welfare, 

Government of India 

inaugurated the event.

Dr Singh highlighted that

IPC is committed to extend

pharmacovigilance training and

technical support to WHO mem-

ber countries besides ensuring

sustainable pharmacovigilance

development in India.The inter-

national pharmacovigilance ex-

perts from WHO, WHO Collab-

orating Centres, MHRA, UMC,

Drug Regulatory Authorities,

academic institutions, IPC and

the pharmaceutical industries

took part in the technical 

sessions.

EP News Bureau

5th ‘Asia Pacific Pharmacovigilance Training Course’ held in Ghaziabad
The course was tailored to regional needs and addressed challenges unique to
pharmacovigilance
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The symposium had the theme,‘Advances in Technology and Business Potential of New Drug
Delivery Systems 

Prabhat prakash
Mumbai

CONTROLLED RELEASE 

Society Indian Chapter (CRS

IC) recently organised the 17th In-

ternational Symposium in Mum-

bai. The theme for the sympo-

sium was Advances in

Technology and Business Poten-

tial of New Drug Delivery 

Systems.

The inauguration ceremony

was attended by Dr Anisha Par-

gal, President, CRSIC; Ajit

Singh, Chairman, ACG World-

wide and Chair Organising Com-

mittee; Dr Ilva Rupenthal, Direc-

tor at Large, CRS, Dr Vandana

Patravale, Scientific Convenor

and CRSIC Vice President.

Close to 400 attendees took part

in the symposium.

Dr Dilip Shanghvi, MD, Sun

Pharmaceuticals in a pre-

recorded video spoke about Sun

Pharma’s research activities. 

Dr Janet Halliday, Ferring Con-

trolled Therapeutics and Exter-

nal Technology, Scotland, UK

gave the keynote address. She

also spoke about Drug Delivery:

Where Science Meets Business.

Professor Bruno Sarmento, Uni-

versity of Porto, Portugal, elabo-

rated on functionalised

nanomedicines for mucosal and

cell-driven recognition drug de-

livery. Dr Ajay Saxena gave an

insight on biopharmaceutic 

considerations in designing

modified release formulation.

Steve Mesite, Director, Mi-

crofluidics Machines, Microflu-

idics, addressed the audience on

process and formulation devel-

opment of liposomal formula-

tions for controlled drug deliv-

ery. Dr Robert W Lee, President,

Particle Sciences, Lubrizol Life-

sciences spoke on CDMO per-

spective on development of com-

plex formulations.

Dr Rupenthal from CRS,

USA said, “I really enjoyed at-

tending the CRS IC Silver Ju-

bilee meeting which offered a

great mix of speakers from aca-

demia and industry nationally

and internationally. The meeting

also offered valuable interaction

with young scientists during the

poster session, an aspect of

great importance to the Con-

trolled Release Society.”

Dr Pargal from CRS IC,

spoke on the contribution of the

symposium and the chapter. She

stated, “The CRS Indian Chap-

ter provides a unique platform

for sharing research innovations

and promoting education in the

field of new drug delivery. This

year we received applications for

over 150 poster presentations by

postgraduate students from

across the country, showcasing

their talent and research. The

symposium thus provided post-

graduate students with a won-

derful opportunity to listen to

first hand and interact with lead-

ing scientists and industry lead-

ers and provided industry with

the platform to interact with the

national talent pool.”

Ajit Singh, Chairman, ACG

Group Worldwide, as Chairper-

son of the symposium and patron

of the CRS Indian Chapter, called

out to industry leaders to help

translate research into commer-

cially viable products. Sharing

his views, he said, “While the au-

dience was still preponderantly

academia and students of phar-

macy, nevertheless it was grati-

fying to see the greater presence

of industry personnel in the

event. Involvement of the

pharma industry should be a fo-

cus area for all CRS events

world-wide. This will enable con-

trolled release technologies to

reach their full potential quicker,

improve patient convenience and

ensure better compliance and

marketability of superior

pharma products.”

A wide range of topics were

discussed over the two days fo-

cussing on recent advances in

nanomedicine and the mucoad-

hesive behaviour of nanoparti-

cles; challenges for targeted de-

livery to the gut and in ocular

disorders; the role of function-

alised polymers in drug 

delivery etc.

prabhat.prakash@expressindia.com

Controlled Release Society, Indian Chapter
organises 17th International Symposium

WITH THE intent to

strengthen a robust ecosystem

for lifesciences, biotech and

healthcare enterprises, Telan-

gana State Governor ESL

Narasimhan recently inaugu-

rated the 16th Edition BioAsia

2019 – Asia’s largest biotech-

nology and life-sciences in Hy-

derabad. Bearing the theme

“Life Sciences 4.0 – Disrupt

the Disruption”, BioAsia 2019

is focussed on healthcare being

re-imagined as a result of tech-

nological disruption. The event

has over the years emerged as

the most pre-eminent technol-

ogy and bio-business conven-

tion in Asia for life sciences,

pharmaceuticals and health-

care.

Narasimhan also launched

the vaccine skilling pro-

gramme of Telangana Govern-

ment for promoting skilled

professionals and help the in-

dustry grow. 30 students have

been selected who will be put

into a 100-hours training pro-

gramme on vaccines and bio-

logics. The students will be

trained by Telangana Academy

for Skill and Knowledge

(TASK) and will be absorbed

into the fast-growing industry

with high demand for skilled

workforce post successful

completion of their training.

During the inauguration,

the organising committee of

BioAsia 2019 presented the

prestigious Genome Valley Ex-

cellence Award 2019 to Dr Don

W Cleveland of the University

of California. This award is in

recognition of the pioneering

work he has done in cancer ge-

netics. He is also the winner of

the Breakthrough Prize for

Life Sciences 2018, which is re-

garded as the “Oscar of Sci-

ence”.

The governor also inaugu-

rated the international exhibi-

tion wherein around a number

of corporates and 75 selected

start-ups are exhibiting their

innovative works and develop-

ments from the field of tech-

nology, pharma and biotech-

nology over the three days.

This edition had participa-

tion of more than 1,700 dele-

gates from industry, govern-

mental authorities, academia

and start-ups representing

over 50 countries with around

100 high-profile speakers and

700 corporates. The event had

100 eminent speakers from

across the globe, with some of

the best minds and leaders

from their fields.

EP News Bureau

16th BioAsia 2019 kicks off with industry stalwarts from India and abroad

Governor of Telangana launches state government’s vaccine skilling programme for students to
encourage professionals in the industry at the ongoing three-day event
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ANALYTICAANACON INDIA
AND INDIA LAB EXPO
Date: April 16-17, 2019

Venue: Mumbai

Summary: analytica Anacon

India and India Lab Expo is

going to be the platform for the

analysis, laboratory-technology

and biotechnology market.

Both the events have the

potential for more than 400

exhibitors and 10,000 visitors in

three halls. 

The events will cover the

entire value chain for industrial

and research laboratories. The

focussed exhibition sectors will

give visitors a comprehensive

overview of the market,

innovations and best-practice

examples: analysis,

biotechnology, laboratory

technology, quality control /

Measuring and testing.

The conference is tailored to

the Indian market. 

Contact

Messe Muenchen India

INIZIO 507 & 508, 5th Floor,

Cardinal Gracias Road Opp.

P&G building,

Chakala, Andheri (E)

Mumbai - 400 099

PHARMATECH EXPO 2019 &
LABTECH EXPO 2019
PharmaTech Expo 2019 &

LabTech Expo 2019 is 

dedicated to pharmaceutical in-

novation, technology and

knowledge where latest cutting-

edge technologies will be show-

cased. The international exhibi-

tion on pharma machinery,

formulations, nutraceutical, lab,

analytical and packaging equip-

ment, will give opportunities to

suppliers, manufacturers, in-

dustrialists, entrepreneurs,

buyers and consultants to as-

semble at this common plat-

form. 

Contact

PharmaTechnologyIndex.Com

Pvt. Ltd. ( A Division Of KNS

Group) 302, Shails Mall,

Nr. Girish Cold Drink, CG Road,

Ahmedabad - 380009

079 - 40306340  079 - 27540493

EVENT BRIEFS
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Pharma packaging leaders unite to confer and converse on the
current and future trends in the industry 



INAUGURAL CEREMONY
DAY 1 (21-2-2019)

(L-R) Rahul Bhargava, Pharma Consultant; Gautama Buddha, Consultant, Pharmaceutical Packaging; Ashok Bhattacharya, Executive Director,
Takeda Pharmaceuticals India; Alagu Subramanium AR, MD, West Pharmaceutical Packaging India; Daara Patel, General Secretary, IDMA; AVPS
Chakravarthi, Global Ambassador, World Packaging Organisation and Viveka Roychowdhury, Editor, Express Pharma light the auspicious lamp
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O
rganised by Express Pharma, PPL

Conclave 2019 was held at Novotel

Airport, Hyderabad from Febru-

ary 21-22, 2019. It started off with an 

auspicious lamp lighting ceremony.

Viveka Roychowdhury, Editor, Express,

Pharma; Rahul Bhargava, Pharma Consul-

tant; Gautama Buddha, Consultant, Phar-

maceutical Packaging; Ashok Bhat-

tacharya, Executive Director, Takeda

Pharmaceuticals India; Alagu Subrama-

nium AR, MD, West Pharmaceutical Pack-

aging India; Daara Patel, General Secre-

tary, IDMA; AVPS Chakravarthi, Global

Ambassador, World Packaging 

Organisation lit the ceremonial lamp.

Under the theme, ‘Future-proofing

pharma packaging’, experts and veterans

at the event examined the rapidly meta-

morphosing panorama for pharma pack-

aging to predict trends and happenings

which will impact pharma players and 

affect future demands in packaging. They

also looked at approaches to develop more

agile, compliant and innovative packaging

solutions to deliver significant value to

businesses and consumers alike. 

The annual event is emerging as ‘the’

platform for packaging leaders, experts

and veterans to congregate, confer and

converse on the current and future trends

in the industry, their growth drivers and

the challenges. It is also a great medium

to form meaningful alliances which will

fast-track progress in the pharma pack-

aging industry. 

◗ Welcome Address

◗ Special Address: Future of
Pharma Packaging 

◗ Injectable delivery systems 

◗ Improving machine readable
code quality as part of Track &
Trace Solution 

◗ Panel Discussion: Priortising
patients with pharma packaging 

◗ Regulatory compliance 

◗ Panel Discussion: Regulatory
compliance: 

PPL LEADERSHIP AWARDS

NITE

◗ Welcome Address

◗ Special Address by Chairperson
of the Jury for  PPL Leadeship 
Awards 

◗ Presentation of Awards 

PPL CONCLAVE 2019

DAY 2 (22-2-2019)
Keynote Address

Primary packaging solutions for
Generic Injectables- AccelTRA : 

World Class Pharmaceutical
Solutions:

New developments in pharma
packaging, that actually industry
needs: 

Panel Discussion: Trends and
innovations in vaccine packaging

Polymer Solutions for fluid
transfer in pharma Industries 

Trends in Pharma Packaging: 

Panel Discussion: Trends and
advancements in pharma
packaging

Vote of Thanks 
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A
pplauding pharma

packaging profession-

als at PPL Conclave

2019, AVPS Chakravarthi,

Global Ambassador, World

Packaging Organisation said

that pharma packaging indus-

try plays a key role between

pharma companies and pa-

tients. In his keynote address,

he said that PPL Conclave 

is one-of-its-kind event for

pharma packaging profession-

als and Express Pharma should

be lauded for the initiative. He

assured the delegates about

the quality of deliberations 

at the PPL Conclave and 

elaborated on how it will help

the pharma packaging profes-

sionals. In his presentation, 

he highlighted on how human

behaviour is changing and 

getting more inclined towards

smart technology. 

Chakravarthi touched

upon the changing require-

ments in the pharma industry

and how it would evolve in 

future. Continuing his speech,

he gave insights on the health-

care industry and talked about

how it has transformed 

completely over the years. He

spoke about the days when we

had limited knowledge about

various diseases and the 

options for diagnosis and

treatment were few. But, 

today there are well qualified

doctors and medicines to cure

diseases. He established that

the life sciences industry is

making advancements each

day and highlighted the role 

of pharma professionals in

saving the life of patients.

He concluded that pharma

packaging industry has under-

gone a huge transformation in

and will continue to do so in

the times to come. 

Special Address: Future of Pharma Packaging 

T H E  M A I N  F O C U S(

Injectable delivery systems

V
inayak Joshi, National

Sales Manager, West

Pharmaceutical Ser-

vices spoke on delivery sys-

tems have an important role to

play in patient safety, product

efficacy, as well as compliance

and adherence. Joshi elabo-

rated on various injectable

drug delivery solutions by West

Pharma. 

He touched on the safety

systems, self-injection sys-

tems and reconstitution and

transfer systems offered by

his company. He explained

that safety is a paramount fac-

tor while designing injectable

delivery systems. West

Pharma ensures that its prod-

ucts are very safe for patients

and healthcare providers

alike, for instance, needle

stick injuries can be avoided

with innovative solutions such

as NovaGuard by West

Pharma. 

Joshi informed that we will

see a rise in self administration

of injectable medicines among

patients. He explained the fea-

tures of devices designed by

West Pharma such as SelfDose

injector which is made for con-

venience, efficacy and accuracy. 

He reiterated that his com-

pany can be a true partner for

pharma companies to develop

integrated delivery systems

that are best suited for their

products.

Vinayak Joshi, National Sales Manager, West Pharmaceutical Services

AVPS Chakravarthi, Global Ambassador, World Packaging Organisation

‘‘PPL Conclave is a
unique, one-of-
its-kind event for
pharma
packaging
professionals

‘‘West Pharma can
be a great partner
for pharma
companies
looking to
develop and
commercialise
injectable
medicines 
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Improving machine readable code quality as part of track & trace solution

S
andeep Vadakattu-Sec-

tor Development Man-

ager - Lifesciences,

Domino Printech India gave 

an overview of his company

during his presentation at PPL

Conclave 2019. He went on to

speak about the use of automa-

tion in increasing coding 

quality and efficiency in the

track and trace process. 

He informed that soon 80

per cent of the drugs will be

tracked and traced, with serial-

isation becoming mandatory in

several parts of the world.

Therefore, it would be vital to

improve machine readability in

coding. He elaborated on the

challenges in this sphere and

spoke about how companies

can improve efficiency and

coding quality with the help of

automation. He also gave a few

examples of how his company

can help in improving coding

quality. 

Further, he threw light on

the sustainability aspects of

coding. During his presenta-

tion, he emphasised that codes

put on the products should be

sustainable in long run. Also,

print consistency in coding is a

must. Therefore, organisations

need to build techniques that

can help them maintain consis-

tency in their coding systems.

Finally, Vadakattu threw light

on some techniques that can be

adopted to ensure consistency,

efficiency and quality. He said

that choosing the right coding

method on the right substrate

is key to get better speed, more

accuracy, enhance quality and

reduce human errors. 

Sandeep Vadakattu-Sector Development Manager - Lifesciences, Domino Printech India

Regulatory compliance

C
handiprasad Ravipati,

Head Packaging Devel-

opment, Aurobindo

Pharma, gave an insightful ses-

sion at PPL Conclave 2019

which touched upon a variety of

topics. He spoke on the growing

incidence of lifestyle diseases,

especially among millennials

stressed on the importance of

maintaining good habits for a

healthy life. He compared regu-

latory compliance in pharma

companies to leading a leading

a healthy lifestyle. He empha-

sised that it is a mantra for the

pharma industry and explained

how packaging can enable reg-

ulatory compliance. He spoke

on the importance of 

robust quality systems and

packaging innovations to build

compliance. 

Ravipati stressed that pack-

aging should be taken into con-

sideration during the whole

process of product development

in pharma, beginning from for-

mulation development of a drug. 

In his presentation, he also

talked about the requirements

by various countries and how

pharma companies need to ful-

fill the requirements of each

these countries.  

He also touched upon la-

belling regulations, which have

changed significantly over the

last five years. 

He also mentioned how 

India Pharma Inc is gearing to

meet these regulations and

opined that regulations should

not be looked at in a negative

light. They are meant to im-

prove processes and for the

overall good of the community. 

Chandiprasad Ravipati, Head Packaging Development, Aurobindo Pharma

‘‘80 per cent of
drugs will be
tracked and
traced with
serialisation
becoming
mandatory in
several parts of
the world

‘‘Packaging should
be taken into
consideration
during the whole
process of
product
development ,
beginning from
formulation
development of a
drug
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T H E  M A I N  F O C U S(

Panel discussion: Prioritising patients with pharma packaging

T
he pharma industry has

realised that its 

future progress can be

ensured only by putting the 

patient at the centre of  its activ-

ities. However, being patient-

centric requires a clearly

charted strategy.

Hence, the first panel 

discussion at PPL Conclave 2019

was on ‘Prioritising patients with

pharma packaging.’ An expert

panel discussed how imperative

it is for the pharma packaging in-

dustry to re-evaluate and re-

imagine its existing approaches,

to support all activities ranging

from drug development to and

commercialisation, and make it

more patient-centric to achieve

improved health outcomes.

The discussions touched

upon the need for innovation in

pharma packaging, strategies to

foster innovation in pharma

packaging, the current status of

pharma packaging, the opportu-

nities and challenges in this 

sector and more. 

One of the most crucial

points highlighted during the

panel discussion was that it is 

essential to develop a quality 

by design mindset to develop

packaging solutions which are

patient-centric and serve their

needs effectively. The emphasis

was on how it is essential to look

at packaging as an aspect which

could provide considerable value

to patients and improve user-ex-

perience. 

To cite an example, the pan-

elists pointed out that adherence

of patients can go up consider-

ably if we make even incremen-

tal innovations to the current

products. 

Similarly, they also drew 

attention to the fact that packag-

ing solutions should be devel-

oped after considering the phys-

iological, physical and social

characteristics of the targeted

patients. For instance, cost and

availability can also have huge

impact on patient adherence. As

India has a huge rural market we

should also look at their needs

and spending capacity while de-

veloping packaging olutions. 

The experts were emphatic

that packaging can add a lot of

value to a pharma product, right

from reinforcing patient accept-

ance of treatment, simplifying

transportation of medicines and

ensuring product safety and ef-

ficacy. However,  pharma compa-

nies need to take the initiative to

drive innovation in this sector. 

The panelists concluded that

great pharma packaging solu-

tions will emerge through team

work between different stake-

holders i.e pharma companies,

packaging manufacturers, even

telecom manufacturers and

technology solutions providers.

At the same time, it is also very

important to engage with the 

patients to understand their

needs. The gaps can be plugged

only through direct interactions

with the patients. 

(L-R) Prasad Satam; Anahita Karande; Ashok Bhattacharya; Rajesh Mishra; Santanu Chowdhury and 
Anupam Chanda

‘‘The pharma industry can change even
change negative perceptions with
effective packaging solutions and drive
home the fact that it is an industry that
saves lives

AAsshhookk  BBhhaattttaacchhaarryyaa,,

Executive Director,Takeda Pharmaceuticals,

India (Moderator)

‘‘As India has a
huge rural market
we should also
look at their
needs and
spending
capacity while
developing
packaging
solutions

AAnnaahhiittaa  KKaarraannddee

Head-Packaging Development,

Alembic Pharmaceuticals

‘‘We have to
develop a quality
by design
mindset in
pharma
packaging to
improve 
patient-centricity

SSaannttaannuu  CChhoowwddhhuurryy

Director - Packaging

Development, Sun Pharma ‘‘India needs packaging solutions which
would enable ease-of-use, improve
patient adherence and at the same
time be cost-effective

AAnnuuppaamm  CChhaannddaa

AGM Packaging Development, Innovation & Development, Established

Pharmaceuticals,Abbott Healthcare

‘‘Adherence to medicines can go up
considerably if we make even
incremental packaging innovations to
current products

PPrraassaadd  SSaattaamm

Head - Packaging Development,Aurobindo Pharma

‘‘Utilising digital
technologies to
develop smart
pharma
packaging
solutions can
help
tremendously in
patient
engagement,
accuracy of drug
dosage and
regulatory
compliance  

RRaajjeesshh  MMiisshhrraa

Associate Director – Packaging

Development, Innovation &

Development, Established

Pharmaceuticals,Abbott

Healthcare
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Regulatory compliance with pharma packaging 

G
lobally, pharma regula-

tory agencies are be-

coming stringent and to

comply with their 

requirements, and the Indian

pharma companies need to keep

updating themselves regularly.

For instance, recently, the EU

FMD directive has become

mandatory and companies look-

ing to export to these countries

have to implement it. Besides

this, a lot more regulatory

changes happening. This panel

discussion revolved around the

above points and stressed on

sustainable packaging. 

The discussion started with

packaging material waste man-

agement and how effectively is

the pharma industry handling

it? Commenting on it, Shivaji

Chakraborty quoted a 2015 Sur-

vey by a UK-based agency

where it was revealed that out of

6.5 tonnes of packaging material

of waste only 12 per cent mate-

rial was recycled and rest was

dumped into the sea. He men-

tioned that due to lack of recy-

cling, the environment is getting

polluted more and the situation

is getting worse. 

Tripti Nakhare, while throw-

ing light on the present scenario,

said that India has already

started looking at recycling

packaging waste. She men-

tioned about a notification

which is already in place for

plastic and PET bottles,

wherein, manufacturers are ex-

pected to mention a recyclable

price which they will get when

they will return the bottle back

to buyers. According her, a num-

ber of polythene bag manufac-

turers have implemented this

move.  Nakhare also informed

about the latest regulations of

EU – FMD for tamper evidence

packaging and emphasised on

the need to evaluate each aspect

of tamper evidence features to

comply with regulations such as

EU-FMD. While informing

about the features, she briefed

that it is a combination of safety

requirements on the pack along

with tamper evidence. Accord-

ing to her,  all this has evolved

because of a secure supply chain

which in turn helps patients to

get genuine, authentic quality

packed medicines. 

Following this, Chandi

Prasad commented on the rea-

sons why pharma companies

cannot get away with plastics?

He emphasised on optimum and

minimum sized packs where

companies will be able to reduce

packaging waste considerably

and these can be done by using

packaging technologies.

Panelists also talked about

the importance of labelling and

how pharma companies are pro-

viding information through

them. Panel members touched

upon regulatory changes which

are meant for betterment of the

industry and opined that ex-

perts’ views should be taken into

account before implementing

any regulation. Citing an 

example, panelists pointed out

how Indian labelling market has

changed drastically and four to

five new GSRs have released re-

cently. The panelists also felt

that regulations over the last

five years have changed im-

mensely and have become very

stringent. They were of the

opinion that companies should

constantly evolve and enhance

their systems and processes to

ensure regulatory compliance.

They concluded that as the

pharma industry undergoes a 

revolution driven by technology

and digitalisation, there is more

transparency of the processes

and protocols followed at each

level. 

(L-R) Chandiprasad Ravipati, Tripti Nakhare, Mohan Joshi and Shivaji Chakraborty

‘‘There is going 
to be intense
pressure on
pharma
companies to
reduce spurious
packaging
material and
pharma
packaging will
have tremen
dous growth in
the coming
years

MMoohhaann  JJoosshhii,,

Management Consultant

(Moderator) 

‘‘There is a need to
evaluate each
aspect of tamper
evidence features
to comply with
regulations such
as EU-FMD

TTrriippttii  NNaakkhhaarree

Sr General Manager, Regulatory

Affairs & PDD,

FDC

‘‘Tamper evidence
feature is as
simple as it 
looks and
companies
cannot change
complete
packaging lines
as it involves
considerable
investment,
study, validation
and various
mechanism

CChhaannddiipprraassaadd  RRaavviippaattii

Head-Packaging,

Aurobindo Pharma

‘‘The government
should consider
making some
provisions of
putting brand
names of pharma
companies as
legibility of text
especially on the
blister pack is
very less

SShhiivvaajjii  CChhaakkrraabboorrttyy

Asst.General Manager, Fresenius

Kabi Oncology
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Keynote Address: Journey of pharma packaging 

A
s a pharma packaging

veteran, Gautama

Buddha took the par-

ticipants of the PPL Conclave

2019 through the evolution-

ary journey of pharma pack-

aging. He highlighted that the

industry has come a long way

from being an afterthought to

a significant contributor to

the progress of the pharma

industry. He said that soon

the pharma packaging indus-

try will touch $90 billion

mark in the coming years,

with injectables and chronic

diseases medicine packaging

as the key drivers. 

Buddha said that earlier,

packaging's major role in

pharma was protection of

products but now it has a

very varied and multi-faceted

role which involves enabling

patient adherence, regulatory

compliance, fighting counter-

feiting, making the products

tamper-proof, disseminating

important product informa-

tion and so on. Moreover,

with the advent of technology,

packaging's role in optimising

function, right from drug de-

livery to commercialisation,

has become very significant. 

He spoke on how packag-

ing can help meet the re-

quirements of different mar-

kets, improve the efficiency of

drug delivery, protecting the

efficacy of the products for a

longer time, ensure safety of

patients and care givers, pre-

venting contamination of

products etc. 

His address highlighted

how important is packaging

in the pharma industry and

how the industry should

evolve to meet the changing

demands of the life sciences

industry. 

Gautama Buddha, Pharma Consultant 

‘‘Patient
compliance will
help in reducing
overall cost of
healthcare.
Innovations in
packaging can
help comply with
enabling patient
compliance

Primary packaging solutions for generic injectables — AccelTRA

A
lok Chandrokar

started off his presen-

tation with data-

based insights on how market

entry filings and approvals

have steadily increased in 

recent years. The FDA is 

accelerating generic ap-

provals as part of Trump 

administration’s Drug Com-

petition Action Plan to 

reduce drug costs and pro-

mote competition. 

He highlighted that 

injectable approvals also 

increased by 82 per cent vs

total approval increase of 17

per cent. However, the

pharma market for injecta-

bles is also undergoing a lot of

transformations, and the

market demands are chang-

ing. Similarly, the speed 

for filing packaging require-

ments has intensified as well.

Thus, the generic markets

are facing several challenges,

and hence the players need to

pay more attention to quality

to stay relevant and competi-

tive. 

He went on to explain how

his company can be a good

partner for generic compa-

nies to move to the next level

of growth and be competitive

in global markets. He cited

the example of AccelTRA, an

innovative customer service

package to help customers

get their product(s) to market

quickly. Chandrokar ex-

plained that AccelTRA com-

ponents meet market needs

by leveraging West expertise

in 4432 and 4023 formula-

tions. He concluded by stat-

ing that over 12 million stop-

pers have sampled AccelTRA

and or sold to customers in

the US, the EU and India. 

Alok Chandrokar, National Sales Manager - India, West Pharmaceutical Packaging, India

‘‘AccelTRA helps
customers get
their product(s)
to market quickly
and meets market
needs by
leveraging West
expertise in 4432
and 4023
formulations
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World class pharmaceutical solutions byACE Technologies

M
ohammed Rafiud-

din, Sales Manager,

ACE Technologies,

in his presentation on world

class pharmaceutical solu-

tions by his company, pointed

out that Ace Technologies is

a dynamic and progressive

company by a group of pro-

fessionals who had many

years of experience in the

field of pharma, food and 

beverage machinery.

He stated that Ace Tech-

nologies is a company with

multi-faceted capabilities and

can be a worthwhile partner

for pharma companies. 

Rafiuddin highlighted his

company’s solutions for dif-

ferent pharma functions such

as packaging, processing and

inspection. He also pointed

out  that his company has

time and again demonstrated

these capabilities in multiple

areas which has helped it

earn a good reputation and

repeat business. 

He also gave an overview

on the cutting-edge packag-

ing technology provided by

his company to stay at par

with the industry’s evolving

demands and package prod-

ucts in different formats. He

detailed how these products

help to provide proper pro-

tection, ensure stability of

drugs and reduce the risk of

contamination. 

He also elaborated on the

various ways to sustain busi-

ness profitability with quality

products through inspection

which helps to identify and

rectify hazards and con-

stantly uphold quality.

Mohammed Rafiuddin, Sales Manager, ACE Technologies

‘‘ACE Technologies
has time and
again
demonstrated
these capabilities
in multiple areas
which has helped
it earn a good
reputation and
repeat business

New developments in pharma packaging 

O
n day two of the PPL

Conclave 2019 in Hy-

derabad, Anil K Mit-

tal, Director, Alutech, gave a

bird’s-eye view on materials

which help to fight against

counterfeit. In his presenta-

tion, he touched upon how

different printing compo-

nents can fight against coun-

terfeit. While informing

about the solutions, he in-

formed that the companies

have colour shifting print,

embossing on strip foil, UV

ink print with reversible ef-

fect, thermal ink printed,

special printing and cus-

tomised printing as per the

requirements. Addressing

the gathering at PPL Con-

clave 2019, he said that

Alutech Packaging delivers

solutions with reliability,

cost-effectiveness and  short

lead time. 

While stressing on the

customised packaging solu-

tion offered by his company,

he informed that it has pre-

mium excel CFB for high

speed machine and deep

draw pocket size to reduce

the pack size. The company

also offers premium excel

strip foil with different thick-

ness of foil and different type

of sealing layers. It can also

add additional layer with

strip to increase barrier

properties.

Its customised blister foil

for special drugs help manu-

facturers to increase barrier

properties from lidding side.

The company also offers

other laminates designed as

per product and their cus-

tomer requirement.

Anil K Mittal, Director, Alutech Packaging 

‘‘We are offering 
full range of
packaging
solutions from Alu
Alu to customised
packaging
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Trends and innovations in vaccine packaging

T
he first panel discus-

sion on Day 2 of the

Pharma Packaging and

Labelling (PPL) Conclave 2019

was on trends and innovations

in vaccine packaging. Mohan

Mone, the moderator of the

session, talked about the his-

tory of vaccines and how it has

evolved over the years. In his

presentation, he emphasised

that since Edward Jenner 

invented the method of arm to

arm inoculation for small pox

in 1796, the concept of vaccine

has evolved considerably. His

presentation also talked about

how new trends are shaping

the industry and transforming

formulations, improving dose

accuracy, product economics,

etc,. He also spoke on the need

for tailor-made packaging in

vaccines. He moved on to dis-

cuss about the cold chain

monitor system and its utilisa-

tion  since all vaccines are

temperature sensitive and

needs to be stored in certain

temperature.

Rajendra Suthar talked

about the challenges which

vaccine manufacturers face

while labelling their products.

Highlighting the space con-

straints on vials, he said that

due to the size of vial/ am-

poules, companies find it diffi-

cult in providing all the re-

quired information on the

pack. He also informed that

before labelling, vaccine vials

are taken to cold rooms where

they acquire moisture from

the surface. Hence, the lead

time for de-humidification

should be considered before

planning labelling operations.

He also said that packaging is

the last mile before it reaches

to end consumer and to avoid

any mishap during the transit,

companies need to invest in

time and money. He suggested

that packaging of vaccines is 

a time-bound activity and

while choosing a machine for

labelling and packing, opera-

tional steps should be reduced

and high speed machines

needs to be procured. 

Sudhakar Rao informed

that his company Sanofi Pas-

teur invests more than 500

million euros every year in

R&D every year. The com-

pany has 60 years of experi-

ence in polio vaccination and

provides polio vaccine to

UNICEF for over 25 years:

IPV, OPVs. He also informed

how vaccine packaging is

changing from exclusively fo-

cussing on preserving the

quality of enclosed medica-

tion to product protection,

quality, anti- counterfeiting

technology, patient comfort

and security, new- technology

in primary packing, tempera-

ture indicators and insulation

technology and end-to-end

cold chain. He also talked

about different packaging

technologies which have

helped the industry to gain

market focus in recent years. 

During the panel discus-

sion, experts also talked 

about factors such as easy 

vaccination, less contamina-

tion, good efficacy, conven-

ience, etc. that packaging 

experts need to consider while

designing and developing

packaging solutions. 

(L-R) Sudhakar Rao, Mohan Mone and Rajendra Suthar

‘‘Blow fill seal technology in vaccine has gained much market
focus in recent years

SSuuddhhaakkaarr  RRaaoo

Head of SCM, Shantha Biotech-Sanofi

‘‘India will play a lead role in future scenario of vaccines
packaging 

MMoohhaann  MMoonnee

Consultant,

Pharmaceutical and Vaccine Packaging,Automation and Systems, PPIC

‘‘It is necessary that machine manufacturers,component
manufacturers and vaccine manufacturers to work on
development of new packaging in vaccines segment

RRaajjeennddrraa  SSuutthhaarr

Additional Director, Serum Institute of India



EXPRESS PHARMA

March 16-31, 2019

26

cover )

Polymer solutions for fluid transfer in pharma industry

T
two-day of Pharma

Packaging Labelling

(PPL) 2019 conclave

witnessed packaging experts

from different segments of

the pharma industry who 

discussed and deliberated on

various aspects of the

pharma packaging industry.    

Vaibhav Datke, 

Sr Manager Business Devel-

opment, Ami Polymer, talked

about the importance of poly-

mer solutions for fluid trans-

form in the pharma industry

and informed the audience

about selecting the right poly-

mer for fluid transfer system

and its implement process.

While giving details about the

solutions, his company is 

offering, he explained appli-

cations, methods and shared

informed about the range of

polymer products company is

offering to pharma compa-

nies. 

Datke also touched upon

different types of available

polymers and their chemical

compatibility. In his presenta-

tion, he also provided brief

details related to peristaltic

pump application and compli-

ance required for an ANDA

filling in injectable manufac-

turing companies like TSEs

(TSEs is a family of disease

occurring in human and ani-

mals and are characterised

by a degeneration of brain tis-

sue giving a sponge like ap-

pearance leading to death,

BSE and Risk free). Besides

this, pharma companies also

need to ensure that it should

be free from gluten, ROHS

(Restriction of Hazardous

substances), BPA, Phthalate,

melamine, residual solvent.  

Vaibhav Datke, Sr Manager Business Development, Ami Polymer

‘‘Pump
compatibility is
very necessary for
all the fluid
transfer in pharma
industry and it is a
biggest challenge
in transferring the
fluid from one
container to
another 

Trends in pharma packaging

B
arun Dey, Director,

Packaging Develop-

ment, Dr Reddy's Lab-

oratories, gave a very insight-

ful presentation on the

various trends in pharma

packaging. He emphasised

that pharma companies need

to think beyond the pill and

look at adding values to the

most important stakeholders,

the patients. It means em-

powering patients to be more

knowledgeable about their

own health and make the

right decisions. 

He also said that pharma

companies need to develop

strategies which looks at con-

stantly adding value to pa-

tients that go beyond mere

treatment and accented the

role of packaging in doing so.

He said that empathy is most

important to understand pa-

tient needs. It is the founda-

tion of all trends and drives

all advancements. 

Dey elaborated that the

role of packaging in product

safety and meeting regula-

tions is paramount. He en-

couraged his peers to proac-

tively include safety

measures in man-machine in-

terface on packaging lines.

He also detailed how packag-

ing contributes towards

meeting global regulations

such as DGFT, DSCSA,

EUFMD etc. to drive seriali-

sation security and quality.

He pointed out that packag-

ing can optimise the supply

chain and make it more effi-

cient. 

He went on to speak on

how packaging will need to be

more optimised and person-

alised to gain competitive ad-

vantages in times to come

and meet the emotional needs

of patients. Dey spoke on how

smart packaging solutions,

integrated with digital tech-

nology will drive future ad-

vancements in pharma pack-

aging as well. 

He cited interesting exam-

ples of packaging solutions

adopted by Dr Reddy's Labo-

ratories, thereby making it an

interesting presentation

which was well-received by

the audience. 

Barun Dey, Director, Packaging Development, Dr Reddy's Laboratories

‘‘Empathy is most
important to
understand
patient needs. It is
the foundation of
all trends and
drives all
advancements 
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Panel Discussion: Trends and advancements in pharma packaging

P
harma packaging land-

scape has undergone a

lot of transformations in

the past few years and is 

constantly advancing. Market

reports inform that the

pharma packaging industry

has registered a growth rate of

over five per cent CAGR in the

past few years. 

Therefore, the last panel

discussion at PPL Conclave

2019 examined and explored

the trends and advancements

in the the growing sphere of

pharma packaging. They 

highlighted the growing im-

portance of pharma packaging

and pointed out that products

are only as good as their pack-

aging because the responsibil-

ity of protecting the product

and its efficacy, safeguarding

its shelf-life, ensuring more 

patient convenience and

thereby their adherence to the

medicine and more rests with

packaging.

An eminent panel compris-

ing Daara Patel, Secretary

General, IDMA; Barun Dey, Di-

rector Packaging Develop-

ment, DRL; Sourav Mitra, 

VP- Global Packaging Strat-

egy, Mylan Laboratories;

Soumyanath Mishra, Head &

DGM, Packaging Development

- F&D, Mankind Research

Centre; and Atul Mulay, GM-

Packaging Development,

Cadila Pharma discussed on

the various growth drivers in

pharma packaging such as

product protection, quality,

tamper evidence, patient com-

fort and security, safety of

products etc. 

The panelists reviewed the

recent pharma packaging

trends and innovations such as

blow fill seal (BFS) vials, anti-

counterfeit measures, coating

technologies, child-resistant

packs, senior packaging etc. 

They also examined how

these innovations are India-

centric in terms of cost, feasi-

bility and need. For e.g., they

emphasised that packaging is

a very powerful weapon in the

battle against counterfeiting.

At the same time the panelists

accentuated how sustainablil-

ity and profitability should

both be considered equally im-

portant while designing pack-

aging solutions. It will be very

crucial in the long run. 

Experts on the panel also

showcased that packaging has

a very multifaceted role in the

pharma sector. Hence, packag-

ing teams need to be part of

product development so that

efficacy and effectiveness of

the product can be enhanced

and better maintained. They

advocated that packaging

teams should collaborate with

other teams such as sourcing

and supply chain teams to 

devise and design packaging

solutions which will serve the

current and future needs of

the pharma sector effectively. 

They also highlighted that

packaging has immense poten-

tial to transform healthcare

delivery and unanimously 

believe that patient specific

packaging, catering to individ-

ual patient’s need could be 

the future. The panelists

ended the discussion by urging

their colleagues and contem-

poraries to be early adopters

of the advancements to gain 

a competitive edge in the 

industry.  

(L-R) Daara Patel, Barun Dey, Sourav Mitra, Soumyanath Mishra and Atul Mulay

T H E  M A I N  F O C U S(

‘‘Always do a
comparative
study of your
packaging
solutions with
those adopted 
by your
competitors.
This way you can
keep improving
your solutions
and optimising 
it for efficacy 
and cost-
effectiveness

SSoouurraavv  MMiittrraa

VP- Global Packaging Strategy,

Mylan Laboratories

‘‘Sustainablility and profitability should
both be considered equally important
while designing packaging solutions. It
will be very crucial in the long run

BBaarruunn  DDeeyy

Director Packaging Development, DRL

‘‘Packaging has a very multifaceted role in
the pharma sector.Nowadays,a product
is only as good as your packaging

DDaaaarraa  PPaatteell

Secretary General, IDMA (Moderator)

‘‘Packaging is a very powerful weapon in
the battle against counterfeiting and in
making consumers more empowered.
Technologies like track and trace can
help curb this menace

AAttuull  MMuullaayy

GM-Packaging Development, Cadila Pharma 
‘‘We must develop

India-centric
pharma
packaging
solutions for best
effects. The
needs of our
industry could be
different from
those of other
markets

SSoouummyyaannaatthh  MMiisshhrraa

Head & DGM, Packaging

Development - F&D, Mankind

Research Centre
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E
xpress Pharma, the leading in-

dustry publication from The In-

dian Express Group, recently

organised the second edition of

Pharma Packaging and Labelling

(PPL) Conclave in Hyderabad, India. A

major highlight of the two-day event

was the PPL Leadership Awards 2019.

It is a one-of-its-kind endeavour to

recognise the contributions and

achievements of leaders and game

changers n the field of packaging.

The second edition of PPL Leader-

ship Awards was presented by West

Pharma. 22 packaging professionals

were honoured for their contributions

towards advancements in pharma

packaging to serve multiple purposes,

ranging from enhancing patient experi-

ence and keeping pace with changing

regulatory environments to making

products tamper-proof, fight counter-

feiting and improving logistics secu-

rity. Ravi Uday Bhaskar, DG, Pharmex-

cil was the Chief Guest for the awards.

It started off with a Welcome Ad-

dress by Viveka Roychowdhury, Edi-

tor, Express Pharma. She welcomed

the delegates and explained the ration-

ale behind the initiative. She explained

that the PPL Leadership Awards is a

celebration of the role of individuals

from packaging and labelling depart-

ments of reputed pharma institutions

and organisations in furthering the

pharma industry’s progress through

innovation and excellence.

The next speaker, Chakravarthi

AVPS, Global Ambassador, World

Packaging Organisation, and Chair-

person of PPL Conclave’s Advisory

Board and Chair of the Jury for PPL

Leadership Awards, explained and

elaborated on the methodology of the

PPL Leadership Awards and the

process of choosing the deserving win-

ners.

Lauding Express Pharma for

launching this unique platform for

pharma packaging leaders, he said,

“PPL Conclave is very close to my

heart and I believe it will get bigger

and better with each passing year.” He

also emphasised that PPL Leadership

Awards would continue to acknowl-

edge and honour the pivotal contribu-

tions of packaging professionals in the

pharma industry.

Subsequently, Roychowdhury,

alongwith Bhaskar, presented the

awards to the winners. Members of

the Advisory Board, AVPS, Gautama

Buddha, Packaging Consultant &

Guest Faculty, IIP, Rahul Bhargava,

Pharma Consultant, and Ashok Bhat-

tacharya, Executive Director, Takeda

Pharma joined them in honouring the

winners. As a celebration of past, pres-

ent and future leaders in pharma

packaging, the awards were given

away in three categories – Stalwarts,

Leaders and Rising Stars.

The winners were elated and proud

at receiving the awards. The evening

ended with a networking gala dinner

which gave the delegates time to inter-

act and share notes with their peers

and colleagues in the industry.

PPL Leadership Awards 2019 honours
gamechangers of pharma packaging
It is a one-of-its-kind endeavour to recognise the contributions and achievements of leaders
and game changers in the field of packaging

At PPL Conclave, 22 packaging
professionals were honoured for their
contributions towards advancements in
pharma packaging
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Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Stalwarts Catergory - TTSSRR  GGaauuttaammaa  BBuuddddhhaa,,  Pharma Consultant 

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory - BBaarruunn  KKuummaarr  DDeeyy,,

Director & Head, Packaging Development, Dr Reddy's Laboratories

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory - GGaanneesshh  VVaalllluurrii, Senior

General Manager- Packaging Development, Hetero Labs

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory - AAnnaahhiittaa  KKaarraannddee, AGM

Packaging Development, Alembic Pharma 

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory -AAttuull  MMuullaayy,,  General

Manager Packaging Development, Cadila Pharma 

T H E  M A I N  F O C U S(
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WINNERS OF PPL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2019

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory— MMaahheennddrraa  SSaahhuu,,

General Manager- Packaging Technology Transfer, Sun Pharma

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory —PPrraassaadd  SSaattaamm, Head &

Associate VP, Packaging R&Development, Aurobndo Pharma

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory -—SShhiivvaajjii  CChhaakkrraabboorrttyy,,

Asst. General Manager, Packaging Development, Fresenius Kabi Oncology

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory— SSoouummyyaannaatthh  MMiisshhrraa,,

Head & DGM, Global Packaging Development-F&D, Mankind Pharma 

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory— SSoouurraavv  MMiittrraa,, VP,

Global Packaging Strategy – OSD, Mylan

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Leaders Catergory— SSuurreesshh  GGaannaappaarraamm,

DGM R&D, Intas Pharma
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WINNERS OF PPL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2019

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Rising Star Catergory —AAvvaaddhheesshh  SSaarraawwaaggii,,

Head & AGM- Packaging Development, Amneal India

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Rising Star Catergory —KKaarruunnaa  SSiinngghh,

Manager Packaging Development, Dr Reddy's Laboratories 

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Rising Star Catergory —KKaauusshhiikk  RRooyy,, Head -

R&D Packaging Development, Mylan 

(On his behalf Dinesh Shrivastava, Sr manager - R&D Packaging, Mylan received it)

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Rising Star Catergory — KKaavviittaa  SSiinngghh,,

Packaging Professional (Scientist), Dr Reddy's Laboratories 

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Rising Star Catergory — MMVVVVRRLL  PPrraassaadd,,

Senior Manger Packaging Development, Aizant Drugs

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Rising Star Catergory —PPaavvaann  KKuummaarr

CChhoouugguullee  ,,  Associate Director- Packaging Development, Dr Reddy's Laboratories 
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WINNERS OF PPL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2019

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Rising Star Catergory —SSoonnaall  GGrreewwaall,,

Manager Packaging Development, Zydus Cadila

(On her behalf Akash Gandhi, Sr Manager Operations Zydus Hospira Oncolog received it)

Winner of PPL Leadership Awards 2019 in the Rising Star Catergory —SSuurreesshh  KKuummaarr

SSrriinnaaddhhuullaa,,  Principle Scientist- Packaging Development, Dr Reddy's Laboratories 

Winners Name Designation Organisation Award Category

TSR Gautama Buddha Pharma Consultant Stalwarts 

Anahita Karande AGM Packaging Development Alembic Pharma Leaders

Atul Mulay General Manager Packaging Development Cadila Pharma  Leaders

Barun Kumar Dey Director & Head Packaging Development Dr Reddy's Laboratories Leaders

Ganesh Valluri Senior General Manager  Packaging Development Hetero Labs Leaders

Mahendra Sahu General Manager Packaging Technology Transfer Sun Pharma Leaders

P Phaneendra Babu Associate Vice President - Packaging Technical Mylan Leaders

Prasad Satam Head & Associate VP, Packaging R&Development Aurobndo Pharma Leaders

Shivaji Chakraborty Asst. General Manager, Packaging Development Fresenius Kabi Oncology Leaders

Soumyanath Mishra Head& DGM, Global Packaging Development -F&D Mankind Pharma Leaders

Sourav Mitra VP Global Packaging Strategy – OSD Mylan Leaders

Suresh Ganaparam DGM R&D Intas Pharma Leaders

Swati Raut Packaging Professional Reckitt Benckiser Leaders

Akshara Pawale Packaging Devellopment Novartis RISING STAR

Avadhesh Sarawagi Head & AGM Packaging Development Amneal India RISING STAR

Karuna Singh Manager Packaging Development Dr Reddy's Laboratories RISING STAR

Kaushik Roy Head - R&D Packaging Development MYLAN RISING STAR

Kavita Singh Packaging Professional (scientist) Dr Reddy's Laboratories RISING STAR

MVVRL Prasad Senior Manger Packaging Development Aizant drugs RISING STAR

Pavan Kumar Chougule Associate Director, Packaging Development Dr Reddy's Laboratories RISING STAR

Sonal Grewal Manager Packaging Development Zydus Cadila RISING STAR

Suresh Kumar Srinadhula Principle Scientist, Packaging Development Dr Reddy's Laboratories RISING STAR
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INSIGHT

A
ll types of materials

and technologies are

involved in packaging,

directly or indirectly. Because

of this wide material option,

many different conversion

processes are also involved,

which covers a large section of

the industry. Gradually, the

world started shrinking in

front of rapid evolution of

technology. A large range of

packaging materials, designs

and processes are available

for adoption, 

depending on the nature of

the product, intended end use

and mode of distribution. It 

ensures the product retains

the same quality through its

assigned shelf life, while 

establishing the connectivity

between the product and the

people. Thus, growth and suc-

cess of globalisation and con-

sumerisation is the triumph of

packaging with its valuable

contribution. 

Consumerisation and
globalisation
Apart from primary functions

of packaging in protecting

and preserving the product,

there are many secondary

functions that emerged due to

consumerisation and globali-

sation. Many value-added fea-

tures started getting embed-

ded on packaging and

labelling to comply various

regulatory, quality and patient

compliance to sustain and

survive in the industry. While

some of these features are for

consumer convenience,

tamper evidence and authen-

tication, others are for prod-

uct positioning, safety and se-

curity across the supply

chain. With all these primary

and secondary functions,

packaging has now become

responsible and accountable

for brand building and trust

building within the people. So-

cio-ecological drive also

prompted packaging to be

smart and environment-

friendly to promote the cam-

paigns on reduction, reuse

and recycling programmes in

order to promote disposabil-

ity and bio-degradability. 

The awareness building in

the industry, academy and

media also took a new shape

with changing scenario. Now,

the little kid “Puriah” has

grown up exceptionally and

exponentially into ‘Packaging.’

However, still there are unex-

plored opportunities prevail-

ing at different levels and sec-

tors of the industry. While big

players at top layer under-

stood its importance, medium

and small sectors are yet to

recognise its full potential.

They are hesitant to take risk

and realise the return. 

A good product may fail to

get success with bad packag-

ing, but a poor product can

achieves it with a good pack-

aging. Packaging demands

equal attention and passion as

the product needs. With a bal-

anced and compliant feature

embedded in packaging, it can

transform the entire brand

building and product position-

ing exercise for an organisa-

tion and this we call as con-

sumerisation. 

Over the years, a changing

trend has been observed from

conventional pack style to

convenient and smart packag-

ing. These are efficiently

backed up by operational

changes from manual to semi-

automatic or fully automatic

packaging lines, not only to

scale it up for volume, but also

to reduce variability and im-

prove consistency in quality

and compliance. Various tech-

nologies started blending to

assist automation through

standardisation and harmon-

isation of packaging designs

and systems. On line

processes have been designed

to ensure stronger controls

and compliances. 

Smart packaging
Combination of mechanical-

electrical-optical engineering

and introduction of digital

electronics brought techno-

logical revolution in various

conversion industries, includ-

ing packaging. All these tech-

nologies adopted and adapted

to ensure improvement in

productivity, quality, stability,

safety and security. With this

rapid unconventional growth

of the industry, a parallel

Packaging: Connecting product with people
Globalisation and consumerisation have not only helped to enhance the scale of operations, but
also helped in enhancing the packaging standards and transformation of supply chain operation,
shares Prabir Das, Head, Pkgg Tech Services (OSD) – Mylan India
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threat also grew proportion-

ately to tarnish the trust of

people on successful prod-

ucts/brands. Many value-

added features then appeared

and were embedded in pack-

aging to prevent tampering,

theft, duplication, diversion,

etc. 

On compliance front, there

came child- resistant features,

senior friendly features, punc-

tuality compliant features,

easy dispensing features, age-

band specific designs, and

many other features based on

dynamic regulatory and cus-

tomer-compliance needs.

However, the growth rate

of technology was much faster

than the overall growth of the

industry. Only bigger progres-

sive players could afford and

adopt them based on their

strength, leaving behind the

weaker players. Even few big-

ger players were left behind

due to lack of foresight and re-

luctance in investment risk.

Few faced limited infrastruc-

ture for extension or expan-

sion of packaging facilities to

embrace changes and chal-

lenges. Newer compliance

challenges emanating from

statutory and regulatory

guidelines from local and

global agencies further

brought high investment and

larger space requirements to

sustain and survive in the in-

dustry. Such challenges often

end up with either finding the

loopholes in the law or strong

lobbying to bend the rulings.

Such situation sometimes cre-

ate chaotic business cases,

obliterating all the innovative

solutions to support control

and compliance.

Moreover, there are many

challenges to keep pace with

this regulatory and technol-

ogy-driven environment. The

key challenges are harmonisa-

tion of regulations from differ-

ent geographies, integration

of different technologies,

training and skill development

of people, simultaneous devel-

opment of product and pack-

aging, strong and reliable sup-

ply chain network, backward

integration of raw material

and conversion industries,

academy- industry-regulators

networking, awareness build-

ing among the people through

seminars/conferences, etc.

People need to understand

that a consumer gets the

product in their hand only

with its packaging and entire

trust building happens

through it.

Good and smart packaging

effectively communicates and

transfers the value of the

product silently. We have a

long way to travel with many

more challenges and threats

in coming days. Digitisation

and communication will be

two major drivers in all sec-

tors from development to dis-

tribution. Services will be

equally important as goods

and consumer expectation

will be as dynamic as ever

along with regulations to safe-

guard public health. All layers

of the industry need to get

true professionals to chan-

nelise the resources for criti-

cal functions and allocate 

sufficient provision to adapt

to quick changes. Unfortu-

nately, packaging today is still

considered as a non-critical

service function in many or-

ganisations, which need a

prompt resolution.

The other factor is varia-

tion of packaging standards.

While the importance and val-

uation of packaging differ

within an industry from large-

scale (global) organisation to

small-scale (local) organisa-

tion, it also varies across the

industry. People from the

healthcare sector evaluate

packaging on a different scale

compared to FMCG sector. It

also varies across geographies

based on demographic condi-

tions and practices therein.

But flexibility with material

and design options made it

possible to meet all such vari-

ances within affordable reach

of people. 

Understanding it right
Packaging connects the 

product with the people. So, it

is important to understand

the product, understand what

people want and understand

the process – how people can 

easily access the product and

how can packaging function

help to facilitate it by applying

knowledge on material and

technology, rules and 

regulations, logistics and dis-

Good and smart packaging effectively
communicates and transfers the value of 
the product silently.We have a long way to 
travel with many more challenges and threats 
in coming days. Digitisation and communication
will be two major drivers in all sectors from
development to distribution
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tribution, economy and 

environment. 

The cause of our busy-ness

is the business and supply

chain is the flow line or value

chain of the business. It is

something like our circulatory

system and helps to deliver

the basic needs of people –

food and drinks, clothing,

shelter and many essential

commodities. It bridges the

gap between– demand and

supply. Lesser the gap, more

is the efficiency of supply

chain.

Medicine is one of the most

critical essential commodity.

It needs strong (efficient and

effective) supply chain to en-

sure human health is always

safe and secure. We all know a

product (more precisely a

medicine) is always delivered

to the people (more precisely

a patient) along with its pack-

aging. Packaging not only

helps to protect, preserve and

idifferentiate the product but,

also silently connects and

communicates with the users.

Other value-added features in

packaging also help authenti-

cation, tamper evidence,

brand protection, brand pro-

motion, etc. The supply chain

always works in the back-

ground to ensure safe and se-

cure delivery of the product-

pack to the people from the

point of manufacturing to the

point of use. Apart from many

adverse external conditions,

there are many threats during

the journey–damage, spillage,

breakage, pilferage, exchange,

diversion, etc. 

The essence of this service

is–right quantity at right place

on right time with right qual-

ity. Basically, it is delivery of

goods and services with trust–

the value protector and trust

builder with quality, quantity,

safety, security and punctual-

ity. 

Packaging-supply chain
partnership
Product-Packaging-People

connectivity is an external

process to ensure people are

receiving the desired product

intact through its effective

packaging. Internally, R&D-

Production-Marketing en-

sures the product and its

packaging are designed, de-

veloped and produced as peo-

ple wants it. Supply chain, at

the core of the business, en-

sures alignment of all the in-

ternal and external functions

to deliver the product in time

with right quality and quan-

tity.

We need to know the role

of packaging-supply chain

partnership which can im-

prove the effectiveness and ef-

ficiency together. Packaging

function needs to collate 

various information related to

the product and the people

while designing the pack.

They also need to know how

the product reaches to the

people without compromising

its quality. Similarly, supply

chain function also needs to

understand the requirements

for the products, packaging

and the people. Packaging and

supply chain, both need to act

as complement to each other

and satisfy product-people re-

quirements. There are other

elements across the chain

which enable and strengthen

this product-people connec-
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tivity. The stronger the knowl-

edge on KYC (know your

chain), the more is the effi-

ciency and effectiveness of a

supply chain. The KYC in-

volves content (product), con-

tainer (packaging), customer

(people), connectivity, com-

munication and coordination. 

There are many attributes

associated with the product,

packaging and people, to

know and understand the en-

tire operation. We need to

know what we want to pack –

the product and its process

design, how we want to pack –

the packaging materials and

system, where we want to

pack – the site and the facility

design, who will do the pack-

aging – training and skill set of

people, what will be the stor-

age and handling system–

area and control, who are the

intended users – destination

and distribution, what will be

the mode of transport– land,

water and air. 

Many internal and external

factors also influence the sup-

ply chain operation. Half of

the battle can be won once all

these parameters are consid-

ered in advance for the entire

operation. Some value-added

features also are available on

packaging now - digital graph-

ics and special customised de-

sign to enhance brand value,

use of pictograms and

mnemonics to ensure proper

dispensing, use, handling,

storage and disposal, tamper

evidence to prevent pilferage

or theft, authentication fea-

tures to ensure genuineness 

of the product and its owner-

ship, track and trace system

to monitor movement across

supply chain, to ensure gen-

uineness and to prevent pilfer-

age/diversion.

Dealing with threats
A little more input will also

help to design the packaging

and decide the supply chain

strategy – intended market

(domestic or export),

country/customer specific re-

quirements, techno-commer-

cial supply agreement, rules

and regulations (importer and

exporter), destination and dis-

tribution network, mode of

transport and number of trans-

shipment, etc. Awareness is

also required on various types
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of threats (damage, spillage,

breakage, pilferage, exchange

and diversion), external envi-

ronmental conditions (heat,

light, humidity, gases and nat-

ural disasters), handling and

storage practices (automation,

standardisation and palletisa-

tion), logistics, distribution and

travel (Containerisation, land,

water and air), destination and

demography (geography,

weather, people and practices),

rules and regulations (environ-

mental, commercial, logistical

and safety). Based on these in-

puts, adequate precautions

need to be assured to ensure

an effective and efficient end-

to-end solution. These include

minimum open exposure and

holding of the product, control

and monitoring of temperature

and humidity, avoiding pro-

longed storage under extreme

conditions (use of datalogger),

discouraging too many manual

handling through mechanisa-

tion or automation, wherever

possible, skill set elevation and

training of people, proper la-

belling and marking on the

packs and pallets, adopting se-

curity features during storage

and transit, elimination/ re-

duction of unauthorised and

unconditioned carriers, min-

imising number of transship-

ments, etc). 

Globalisation and con-

sumerisation have not only

helped to enhance the scale of

operations, but also helped in

enhancing the packaging stan-

dards and transformation of

supply chain operation. These

enhancements helped to do

fenceless business across ge-

ographies, which is nothing

but true globalisation. De-

pending on the need of the

product and people, different

types of carriers have been de-

veloped and are being used to

protect the quality of product-

packaging. There are various

types -- handling, storage and

transportation systems being

followed in the industry – hold-

ing, lifting, carrying, pulling,

pushing, stacking, use of bins,

crates, pallets, carts, trollies,

lofts, racks, hangers, fork lifts,

robots, etc. Handling and stor-

age conditions also improved

a lot through mechanised and

automated systems to min-

imise damages, breakages and

spillages.

Transportation is happen-

ing through multiple combina-

tions of land, water and air, de-

pending on destination and

timelines. Different sizes of

door-to-door containers with

customised designs are also in

services to retain the original

quality of the product-packs.

Temperature and humidity-

controlled containers/vehi-

cles, cold-chain carrier sys-

tems are also very effective

and efficient in keeping the

quality intact. Life-saving

medicines/vaccines and even

live organs are delivered

through effective packaging

and efficient supply chain, in-

cluding green corridor trans-

port systems.

A natural question now is

'what’s next? 

With rapid all-round growth

of technologies, business is

shaping up to sustain and sur-

vive in the competition. Patients

are also becoming impatient if

there are issues with authentic-

ity, availability and affordability.

Multiple technologies are 

now being blended together 

to take care of such issues

through value-added features.

Some of the important growth

areas are significantly con-

tributing to shape the future of

business and industry. Adopt

and adapt them quickly and be a

winner.
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AS REGULATORS bed down

rules on privacy and consent,

R&D heads are thinking about

how to speed up the pace of in-

novation. The future research

agenda, therefore, should 

address the commercial, regu-

latory, technological and ethical

challenges of getting new prod-

ucts to market quicker.

Strategies to take 
control of genomic data: 
five pillars
All life sciences companies

need robust internal policies

for keeping data safe, secure

and reliable; policies that ex-

tend to all customers/patients,

suppliers and partners, ensur-

ing anonymity and pseudo-

nymity, and avoiding any data

tampering. With fake news,

data leaks and breaches hitting

the headlines, trust in data 

has become a hugely important

issue. In this section, we outline

the five pillars of a robust ge-

nomic data strategy.

Standardised sequencing
and analysis
The science behind genomics

should be reproducible, to en-

sure that results are reliable

and can be compared. Repro-

ducibility is the ‘litmus test’ of

robust science. Regrettably,

R&D units and sequencing labs

often sequence on different

platforms, using a variety of

software and analysis tech-

niques. Without a common

standard, something as simple

as the amount of time a blood

sample spends in a 

centrifuge, or the temperature

during testing, can distort 

findings and prevent meaning-

ful comparisons.

With more and more 

community platforms being

Driving value from genomics in life sciences
Genomics can bring significant benefits to healthcare systems, by accelerating clinical research
and drug development, personalising treatment. But, the cornerstone for genomic data
leadership is a robust data strategy, to support drug R&D, meet increasingly tough regulations
and preserve ethical standards.As per a KPMG report, this, along with the use of the most
appropriate technologies — to process large data volumes and generate insights — should enable
life sciences companies to become more fleet of foot in discovering and taking forward new
drugs. Excerpts 
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used to access biobanks and

other repositories, there are lit-

erally dozens of strategies

available to sequence genomes.

According to one study on

technical analysis: “Each ap-

proach makes trade-offs be-

tween the cost of sequencing,

time to results, and type and

frequency of errors. This

means that different ap-

proaches may produce differ-

ent results and these differ-

ences may have important

clinical implications. To move

toward precise genomic medi-

cine, we must be able to reli-

ably sequence and decipher the

difficult regions of the genome.”

There is some hope that

from a data perspective, use of

blockchain technology can help

bring greater consistency to se-

quencing during clinical trials.

With its immutable 

nature, this technology helps to

ensure traceability and data in-

tegrity, so trials can be auto-

mated and standardised.

Privacy
To maintain and foster indi-

viduals’ trust, personal data

should be used for limited pur-

poses and in line with the 

expectations set with the indi-

vidual at the point of data 

collection. Privacy notices

should be clear and accessible

to individuals whose genomic,

health and lifestyle data is be-

ing collected. Due considera-

tion should also be given to the

best format for notice require-

ments: for instance, ‘Just in

Time’ notices can go a long

way towards meeting the

transparency requirements

for individuals using wearable 

devices. Organisations using

genomic data must also con-

sider the most suitable legal

basis for processing the data

(with attention given to the

GDPR requirements and other

privacy laws applying to the

organisation), and establish

their ethical position on using

individuals’ data for medical

research. 

Governance
Companies should appoint a

Data Protection Officer (DPO)

to oversee IT, Legal and other

functions involved in process-

ing genomic information, to

vouch for reliability, trustwor-

thiness and completeness of

data, and confirm legal consent

for its use. One of the key gov-

ernance goals is to balance the

desire for new products with a

commitment to accurate and

credible trial reporting, to

avoid any inaccuracies that

could backfire in future. 

How data is processed 

is not just a regulatory matter

— security should also be con-

sidered.

Cyber security
Life sciences companies and

the industry together will need

to commit more resources to

managing cyber risk as the

threat continues to evolve —

with high stakes. European

governments have regular

meetings with major life sci-

ences companies to participate

in cross-industry working

groups.

Cyber Security is everyone’s

responsibility — and it starts at

the top. Leadership and all

members of the executive man-

agement team should be com-

mitted, and that 

commitment should radiate

throughout every level of every

department. Best practice for

cyber security involves 

raising awareness, performing

training and simulation 

exercises, monitoring threats, 

assessing and detecting 

vulnerabilities, establishing

processes to address weak-

nesses, adopting disclosure

policies, and building systems

that mitigate cyber risks.

Cloud technology
In safeguarding data, the guid-

ing principle is to constantly

assume the possibility of a

breach. Cloud technology

providers are increasingly 

expected to provide a high

baseline of security. 

Consequently, Life Sciences

companies and their cloud se-

curity providers should be

carefully assessed to ensure

compliance with HIPAA

(Health Insurance Portability

and Accountability Act of

1996), the GDPR, and other

regulations to minimise the im-

pact of data breaches.

In assessing the security of

cloud technology providers,

Life Sciences companies

should also check for encryp-

tion techniques for transmit-

ting and stationary data, as-

surance over third party

contracts and security vetting
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of employees and other 

insiders.

Managing access to
genomics data
Identity and access manage-

ment technology is increas-

ingly important for managing

general and privileged access

to assets for employees, cus-

tomers and other third parties.

This technology is important

not only for security, but also to

streamline digital transactions

across the Life Sciences

ecosystem.

Think ahead and make
practice a priority
No system can ever be com-

pletely secure, so continuous

threat monitoring and regular

testing of organisational cyber

security practices is a must, to

stay on one’s digital toes and

avoid any security or privacy

lapses. A crisis response plan

is another important safe-

guard, to build the capability

to respond swiftly and appro-

priately should a breach occur,

to stop any further leaks, and

communicate openly to stake-

holders and the media.

Storage and data transfer
Research is typically con-

ducted in multiple locations, so

a central team of data man-

agers should continuously

monitor how clinical data is

captured, to help verify the ac-

curacy and reliability of source

data, with alerts triggered

when inconsistent data 

patterns are spotted.

The global nature of 

research means that data is 

often collected, processed, and

transmitted in multiple coun-

tries, and then integrated into

a global clinical trial database.

With the GDPR’s restrictions

on international data trans-

fers, organisations need to en-

sure that they have adequate

safeguards for the protection

of personal data that is sent

outside the EEA (European

Economic Area), paying par-

ticular attention to model

clauses, ad hoc contractual

clauses, etc.

And as genomic data vol-

umes expand, storage becomes

a bigger issue. With trials typi-

cally using petabytes of data,

the bandwidth required to

move such huge amounts from

remote cloud-based data cen-

ters — often inlower-cost coun-

tries — is impractical.

In essence, it has become

harder to move sensitive per-

sonal genomic data across bor-

ders, for both regulatory and

cost reasons, so Life Sciences

companies have rethought the

footprint of their data centers

and located them closer to the

R&D facilities. Realistically,

most, if not all will be shifted to

global cloud providers, who can

offer secure storage closer to

the point of use, enabling safe

transfer of massive volumes 

of data.

Harnessing analytical
technology
With rare diseases and oncol-

ogy set to benefit greatly from

genomics, the role of technol-

ogy cannot be underestimated,

with vast and increasing vol-

umes of genomic data involved

in clinical trials, decision sup-

port during treatment, and

payments. R&D is likely to re-

quire fast, powerful and inci-

sive algorithmic capabilities in-

volving specialised tools.

For example, deep learning

algorithms have already

demonstrated revolutionary

achievements in the field of AI

(e.g. image recognition, object

detection, audio recognition

and natural language process-

ing). The intersection of deep

learning and genomic research

offers huge promise in under-

standing human disease, par-

ticularly with the introduction

of high-throughput sequencing.

Life Sciences companies need

to acquire and/or gain access to

such skills — as well as huge

computing power — which is

arguably only realistically

available via the cloud.

A second example includes

Microsoft’s Project InnerEye, a

research project that uses ma-

chine learning technology to

analyse 3D radiological images,

including those containing can-

cerous tumours. The process is

designed to help radiologists

save time and cost.

In a further example of AI,

SOPHiA GENETICS has de-

veloped a universal technology

for genomic data analysis. Its

aim is to share knowledge and

enable genomic testing world-

wide through its software-as-a-

service platform, enabling pro-

cessing and analysing of raw

genomic data to help diagnoses

in oncology, metabolism, pedi-

atrics, cardiology and heredi-

tary cancer. This so-called “de-

mocratisation of data”

encourages collaboration from

clinicians to improve diagnosis

and treatment.

Finally, we have the 

emerging ‘digital twin’ technol-

ogy, which attempts to simu-

late a whole human through ge-

nomics, physiology, lifestyle

and environment, using genetic

information overlaid with other

data from IoT. Potentially, we

can then simulate and predict

healthcare outcomes and evalu-

ate which drugs may be most

appropriate for particular con-

ditions. Not surprisingly, this is

highly complex and currently

very expensive.

Key steps for life sciences
companies
This is a very exciting time for

R&D in life sciences. Genomic

data can take the sector into an

era of highly personalised med-

icine, where patients get treat-

ment tailored to their genetic

make-up, with a greater chance

of success, delivering value to

the healthcare system.

While R&D heads ponder

how to make the most of ge-

nomic data while remaining

compliant, they could also en-

ter into an open dialogue with

patients on how genomic data

is used, and the extent to which

patients want their 

genomic and medical data to

remain private.

One challenge the industry

needs to resolve is patient

numbers for trials. As genomic

targeting gets more precise,

the volume of potential trial

participants continues to fall,

to the point where it can be

very difficult to reach a signifi-

cant sample size. More innova-

tive trial design and ways of

comparing groups of patients

are required. Data sharing be-

tween companies that are tra-

ditionally competitors may be

a step change in mindset, but

could open the door to faster

trials and subsequent product

approval. And, as we have

mentioned, genomics is a great

step forward, but should be

supplemented by wider clinical

and lifestyle data, supported

by data analytics to achieve

pattern recognition, as well as

diagnostic technologies like 

radiology.
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R
oche won US approval of

its immunotherapy

Tecentriq to treat a sig-

nificant number of patients with

triple-negative breast cancer, a

development hailed by doctors

as a promising advance in fight-

ing the aggressive disease.

The US Food and Drug Ad-

ministration (FDA) approved

Tecentriq mixed with the

chemotherapy Abraxane to

treat inoperable, locally ad-

vanced or metastatic triple-neg-

ative breast cancer (TNBC) in

people whose tumours express

PD-L1, a protein that may help

cancers avoid detection by the

immune system.

Roughly 40 per cent of the

patients in Roche’s study had tu-

mours with high PD-L1 levels.

The FDA’s OK was based on

a trial that showed the drug

cocktail helped stave off the dis-

ease’s advance by a median 7.4

months, compared to 4.8

months with chemotherapy,

Basel-based Roche said. The

company, which is still awaiting

overall survival data, said keep-

ing the regulator’s blessing may

depend on the results of further,

confirmatory trials.

Roche’s Tecentriq has fallen

well behind immunotherapies

Keytruda from Merck and Op-

divo from Bristol-Myers Squibb

in treatment areas such as lung

cancer. It hopes beating the two

rival therapies in less common

diseases like triple-negative

breast cancer will help its medi-

cine’s revenue accelerate.

“This Tecentriq combination

is the first cancer immunother-

apy regimen to be approved in

breast cancer, representing a

meaningful step forward in the

understanding of this disease,”

Sandra Horning, CMO, Roche

said in a statement.

Tecentriq’s 2018 sales were

772 million Swiss francs ($766

million), compared with $7.2 bil-

lion for Keytruda and $6.7 billion

for Opdivo. More than 250,000

cases of invasive breast cancer

are diagnosed annually in the

US, some 15 per cent of which

are triple-negative.

With triple-negative breast

cancer, three common types of

receptors that spur tumor

growth — estrogen, proges-

terone, and the so-called HER2

gene — are not present, accord-

ing to the National Breast 

Cancer Foundation.

Reuters

Roche’s Tecentriq notches win in breast
cancer with US approval
The FDA’s OK was based on a trial that showed the drug cocktail helped stave off the disease’s
advance by a median 7.4 months, compared to 4.8 months with chemotherapy
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Klaus Braig, Director Sales, Uhlmann Pac-Systeme Germany and Sumeet Arora, Managing
Director, Uhlmann India speak to Viveka Roychowdhury on the German company’s strategy
to make up for lost time in India

What are the trends in

pharmaceutical packaging

for 2019 and beyond?

Arora: Uhlmann is amongst

the most respected names in

pharmaceutical packaging

technology. We have been

catering  largely to the

customised and high

automation packaging

requirements. Our clientele

would typically include large

local and MNC pharma

companies who have their own

proprietary drugs and require

fast, reliable and tailor-made

packaging solutions. With over

10,000 installations worldwide

during the last 70 years, we

have been a close partner to

the pharma industry globally.

In the recent times, we

observe a definite shift in the

trend in pharma industry -

both in territories as well as the

technologies. Geographically,

the focus of the global pharma

industry for manufacturing is

shifting to the Eastern part of

the world: India, China,

Philippines, Indonesia,

Bangladesh, etc.  these are the

new pharma manufacturing

hubs. This is largely owing to

the fact that we offer much

attractive operational costs as

compared to the Western

world. Additionally, there is

ample trained manpower

available. In the last few years,

India has emerged as a

significant contract

manufacturing hub.  In

technologies, digitalisation has

revolutionised the pharma

industry with widespread

understanding and usage of

Electronic Batch Recording

systems, Scada software,

Industry 4.0, Track & Track,

Artificial Intelligence solutions

in the packaging industry.

Uhlmann, as I informed, has

been the first choice for clients

pursuing higher level of

automation in customised

packaging solutions. Which is

why we found very few buyers

in India some years ago and

hence it took a while for us to

Indian operations are strategically
very important for Uhlmann

I N T E R V I E W

We are confident there is place
for us in the market because the
pharma industry here in India are
producing more for the MNC or
even selling directly into the
regulated markets

Klaus Braig
Director Sales,

Uhlmann Pac-Systeme Germany
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enter this part of the world.

However, in recent years, more

and more high automation and

customised solutions are being

sought by the Indian pharma

industry and hence Uhlmann

started its journey in India and

opened its Pune office in 2016.

And as India is a contract

manufacturing destination,

companies need to change

from one product to another in

a very short time. And here

comes the big plus of

Uhlmann’s experience and

design knowledge. All of our

equipment is made for quick

and tool-less (no Allen keys, no

spanners) change over,

ergonomic design, etc. Beside

that, Uhlmann India can

provide the parts as this is now

localised.

What is India’s share of

Uhlmann’s global revenues?

Braig: As Sumeet explained,

we had a very late entry into

the India market as the

pharma companies did not see

the additional benefit of having

more  reliable and more

advanced technology than

needed. This seems to change

now also due change in the

legislation but also in the

mindset of the people.

We also can see a dramatic

change in the business models

of our ‘classical’ customers.

Eight out of 10 new drugs are

now so called biotech or

biosimilar products which are

mainly produced in sterile or

lyophilised form. Hence, the

classical oral dose will be

produced and packed

elsewhere. The absolute

number/volume is still

increasing but the actual sales

price is decreasing, the so

called cost per good sold is

becoming much more

important. This results that

the usually known ‘low cost

countries’ who produce more

and more of this volume are

beginning to realise this impact

and look more into higher

grade of automation as well

into more efficient equipment.

We are confident there is

place for us in the market

because the  pharma industry

here in India are producing

more for the MNC or even

selling directly into the

regulated markets. They

realise that if they invest in

modern technologies, they

have a better yield and better

output performance.

The regulators too have

more confidence when they

come for inspections.

In a nutshell, Indian

Operations are strategically

very important for us.  

Along with the high level of

automation software solutions

become more important. Ten

years back, Uhlmann was one

of the first one offering a full

Track & Trace solution from

the smallest sellable unit with

full aggregation down to the

pallet and seamless interfacing

with higher ranking platforms

such as ERP or MES systems.

Based on that we derived more

and more software products in

order to increase the safety in

the pharma industry but also

to increase efficiency.

Uhlmann can offer the

customer complete turnkey

solutions for packaging and

track and trace throughout the

entire product chain.  

India has always been a very

price conscious market but

pharma companies are now

aspiring to use bigger

equipment brands like

Uhlmann. How do you make

your value proposition to

prospective pharma

customers in India, given

that Uhlmann India's

machines will be more

expensive than locally made

equipment?

Braig: We have this discussion

very often and more so in India.

While on one side the capex

cost of the equipment is more,

more customers are looking at

the total cost of ownership.

Which is not just the cost of the

equipment, but also the

running cost, cost of

consumables, up-time

required, the cost and

availability of spare parts, after

sales service etc. The total cost

of ownership is a big discussion

nowadays and our aim is to

educate our customers to the

need to see the full picture.

They don’t just have one

production line for one product

for one year, but they can run

that line for the next 15-20

years. So, who can maintain,

supply spare parts, who can

keep the machines updated

and re validated instead of

buying new machines. Very few

companies can offer these

kinds of services. For example,

one of our pharma customers

in India has one of our

machines which has been

running for 43 years, giving the

same productivity! That's the

value that we bring.

Arora: A few years back,

Uhlmann invested in a facility

in the north of China. We spent

a couple of years elevating that

plant up to Uhlmann standards

using engineers, technicians,

programmers from Germany.

We created a model which has

the same class, technology and

reliability as Uhlmann but with

a distinct price advantage. This

is the machine we displayed at

PMEC India 2018 . This is how

we wish to come closer to the

market in this part of the

world: bringing the German

Technology at Asian Price

points.  We have already

started investing in our Asian

subcontinent. The

Management Board has

approved building of the

format parts locally in India to

meet the customers’

requirement. The plant has

already been conceptualised

and manufacturing will start

this year.

viveka.r@expressindia.com

We have already started investing in our Asian
subcontinent.The Management Board has
approved building of the format parts locally in
India to meet the customers’requirement

Sumeet Arora
Managing Director, Uhlmann India
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AS A dedicated innovator of

tools and solutions for genomics

applications, Integrated DNA

Technologies (IDT) has intro-

duced, rhAmpSeq targeted se-

quencing system - providing re-

searchers with highly accurate,

cost-effective and easy-to-use

amplicon sequencing on Illu-

mina next-generation sequenc-

ing (NGS) platforms. The pro-

prietary rhAmpSeq chemistry

enables multiplexing at impres-

sive levels with high on-target

rates and uniform coverage, de-

livering accurate results and ac-

celerating projects. The system

has wide-ranging applications

including human disease re-

search and sample tracking and

analysis, CRISPR genome edit-

ing analysis and agricultural

biotechnology.

In recent years, the cost of

NGS sequencing has dramati-

cally decreased; however, costs

for sample library preparation

have remained relatively static.

In order to advocate for ge-

nomics researchers by lowering

the cost barriers and making

workflows simpler, IDT has de-

veloped the rhAmpSeq system

to combine the power of NGS

with the simplicity and value of

PCR.

The new suite of rhAmpSeq

targeted sequencing reagents is

the second largest genomics

product offering to harness the

power of IDT’s proprietary

RNase H2 PCR (rhAmp PCR)

technology, following the com-

pany’s popular rhAmp SNP

genotyping system. The technol-

ogy employs a uniqueRNase

H2/DNA polymerase two-en-

zyme system coupled with RNA-

DNA hybrid primers that in-

crease the specificity of PCR am-

plification while minimising

primer dimer formation - a real

challenge for other amplicon-

based chemistries and the

biggest limitation of PCR multi-

plexing.

The rhAmpSeq system en-

ables high multiplexing levels—

minimising the number of

reagents needed and lowering

costs—thanks to its unique abil-

ity to minimize primer-dimer

formation and misprimed PCR

products. A streamlined, easy

workflow saves time, generating

NGS-ready amplicon libraries in

just two simple PCR steps.

IDT has optimised the

rhAmpSeq system for consis-

tent performance across panel

sizes from tens to thousands of

amplicons in a single multiplex

reaction, and the system can be

used with either a regular or

high-throughput protocol to

match individual needs. In addi-

tion, the rhAmpSeq system is

highly versatile – the technology

enables researchers to design

large custom panels with flexible

amplicon sizes that can be tai-

lored for various applications

and sample types.

Trey Martin, President, IDT,

added, “We’re really excited to

expand our NGS product portfo-

lio with rhAmpSeq. There has

been a real need for a high-per-

formance amplicon sequencing

system and we’re delighted to

bring it to the market after sev-

eral years of development. IDT’s

rhAmp PCR technology enables

higher specificity in multiplex

systems while simultaneously

simplifying the workflow.”

EP News Bureau

Increasing accuracy and reducing cost barriers, IDT’s innovative system
delivers simple and cost-effective amplicon sequencing

NITRITEX AND June Enter-

prises sponsored 2019 Garment

Selection Conference was re-

cently held which focussed on

cleanroom garment selection.

The conference was attended by

around 115 people. During the

conference , attendees shared

opinions , thoughts and sugges-

tions for consideration clean-

room garments.

Steve Morgan, Director, NI-

TRITEX was key speaker for the

conference. The other speaker

was Kalpesh Sheth, Director,

June Enterprises, who gave an

introduction on BioClean and

June Enterprises.

Topics discussed during the

conference were on cleanroom

overview: class meaning and

contamination source; surgical

and cleanroom gloves; selection

of gloves while handling cyto-

toxic drug; ASTM D6978-05  v/s

EN374 Method Comparison; dif-

ference between reusable and

single use garment; material and

stitch selection of material; right

protective garment for

chemotherapy drug and docu-

mentation for gloves and gar-

ments.

Steve gave an elaborate pres-

entation on the above topics

without highlighting on specific

product. 

EP News Bureau

2019 Garment
Selection
Conference held

VENDOR NEWS

IDT lowers genomic barriers with powerful
rhAmpSeq targeted sequencing system

DKSH’S BUSINESS Unit Per-

formance Materials, a leading

ingredients and specialty chem-

icals distributor, will distribute

Novo Nordisk Pharmatech’s

pharmaceutical grade com-

pounds (quats) to its large cus-

tomer base in Australia, New

Zealand, Japan, Indonesia,

South Korea, Thailand,

Malaysia, Philippines, China,

Taiwan and Singapore.

DKSH was chosen for its

proven experience in providing

Market Expansion Services

along the entire value chain and

for its solid logistics infrastruc-

ture. As a regional expert with

more than 150 years of experi-

ence in Asia, DKSH offers an

omni-channel approach that

presents a one-stop regional so-

lution for its clients. DKSH pro-

vides tailored valued-added

services and a deep capillary

distribution network that will

enable the distribution of Novo

Nordisk’s products in the eleven

markets across Asia Pacific.

Tanja Schaffer, Vice Presi-

dent, Global Pharmaceutical In-

dustry, DKSH, commented: “We

are pleased to partner with

Novo Nordisk Pharmatech in

Asia Pacific. Their pharmaceu-

tical grade quats are a perfect fit

for our API portfolio. We look

forward to providing the quats

to our large customer base in

the region and to building a

prosperous relationship with

Novo Nordisk Pharmatech.”

Steve Profit, Global Sales &

Marketing Director at Novo

Nordisk Pharmatech, added,

“For Novo Nordisk Pharmatech,

it is critical that we have a distri-

bution partner that shares our

business ethics and drive to of-

fer the best services to our cus-

tomers, so we are delighted to

have DKSH as our new distribu-

tion partner. Novo Nordisk

Pharmatech’s FeF GMP quats

products fit perfectly with

DKSH’s wide range of excipi-

ents, enabling the customers to

take advantage of these syner-

gies. Together, we will be able to

offer the best quality and local

distribution in the market. This

will allow our customers to

grow in this progressing global

market.”

EP News Bureau

High-quality cGMP quaternary ammonium compounds will be distributed in eleven markets
across Asia Pacific

DKSH signs distribution agreement with Novo Nordisk
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and chemical industries re-

quire suppliers to meet chal-

lenging standards in areas of

hygiene, sealing, operating re-

liability, fitting and providing

efficient aftersales service.

Clean room environment

is required at a place where

there is high risk of air con-

tamination through environ-

mental pollutants like dust,

airborne microbes, aerosol

particles and chemical

vapour. Designed for excel-

lence, Gandhi Automations

PCR clean room doors pro-

vide optimum solution for the

needs in pharmaceutical, hos-

pitals, commercial and retail

environment where there is a

need for clean air. The clean

room doors are custom made

to suit the requirements from

these sectors. The clean room

door helps in preventing the

dust particles or pollutants

enter into the room. The door

is insulated with high quality

PU and there is a provision

for double insulated glass 

vision panel. Available in vari-

ants like single leaf and dou-

ble leaf, Gandhi Automations

PCR clean room door is made

of high-quality material with

absolute insulation and  helps

to protect against drafts, hu-

midity, dust and dirt.

Cleanroom doors feature

an almost airtight seal,

which minimises pressure

drop and protects your envi-

ronment against drafts, hu-

midity, dust and dirt. The

doors comply with interna-

tional cleanroom standards

and are certified the Fraun-

hofer Institute. They are

ideal for cleanroom applica-

tions in pharmaceutical,

chemical, electronics and mi-

cro-mechanics industries.

Fast opening- and closing-

speed helps control air ex-

change and reduces contami-

nants. A break-away system

ensures maximum safety for

personnel and equipment.

Prime Clean Reset (PCR)
Gandhi Automations PCR of-

fers perfect sealing and re-

quires very little space. Excep-

tional reliability and smooth

operation are insured by a mo-

tor driven frequency inverter.

This technology ensures a soft

start and stop, which in-

creases the longevity of the

motor considerably. To in-

crease natural lighting, the

door curtain can be equipped

with windows or vision panels.

PCR is a compact, airtight

door for medium-sized appli-

cations. With an integrated

motor, it is the most space-ef-

ficient cleanroom door in the

market. Fast operating-speed

and perfect sealing reduce

energy use and filtration

costs. To increase natural

lighting, the door curtain can

be equipped with windows or

vision panels.

PCR is designed for

medium-sized openings. It

provides high air-tightness

and fast operating-speed.

Contactless safety edge pre-

vents accidents even under

high speeds. Gandhi Automa-

tions PCRRR300 Clean is

also available with an optional

Contactless Actuator that

makes it possible to open the

door with a simple wave of a

hand. This reduces the risk of

contaminants passing be-

tween your hand and the door

side frames.

Clean room doors (Prime

Clean Reset) are designed for

inside applications requiring

limitation of leak flow. The

perfect sealing properties of

Prime Clean Reset provide

environmental control and

protect the inside environ-

ment against draughts, dust

and dirt. Clean room doors

provided by us also has self-

repairing system.

Contact details

Gandhi Automations

Chawda Commercial Centre,

Link Road, Malad (West),

Mumbai - 400064, 

India

Tel: +91-22-66720200 /

66720300 (200 lines)

+91-22-66720201

For enquiries via e-mail

sales@geapl.co.in

Customer Support

customercare@geapl.co.in

PRODUCTS

Gandhi Automations clean room doors
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HERMA US, the subsidiary of

HERMA — a Germany-based

provider of labelling machin-

ery and self-adhesive labels

and materials to the global

packaging marketplace – has

introduced the HERMA 500

Label Applicator, an IOT-en-

abled machine utilising real-

time metrics to optimise pro-

duction efficiency and

consistency, even in a multi-

factory setting. Capable of

achieving labeling speeds up

to 200m/min, the HERMA 500

can handle label widths be-

tween 80-320mm and roll di-

ameters from 300–600mm. 

Since launching North

American operations in 2016,

HERMA  has enjoyed impres-

sive sales of its signature

HERMA 400 Label Applica-

tor. HERMA sold more than

4,000 of the label applicators

in 2018– half of which were

provided to original equip-

ment manufacturers (OEMs).

The HERMA 500 is a next-

generation label applicator

that builds upon its predeces-

sor’s best features and 

integrates Industry 4.0 

connectivity. 

The HERMA 500 also is ex-

ceptionally fast with a maxi-

mum speed 70 ft/minute

higher than the H400. A maxi-

mum speed of 650ft/minute

can be reached.

The module offers short

make-ready time and offers in-

dustrial-grade Ethernet con-

nection. 

Remote access via web

browsers provides allows for

off-site operation and, on-site,

the HERMA 500’s user inter-

face displays intuitive pic-

tograms on a 4.3” touch-

screen, with simple access to

format management and other

user adjustable parameters.

A variety of optional up-

grades can be accessed by

simple code activation, and

the unit’s firmware is automat-

ically upgraded via ethernet.

Both left- and right- hand

models are available for seam-

less equipment integration.

Contact details

www.herma.us

HERMA US debuts next-generation HERMA 500
Label Applicator with enhanced IoT capabilities
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industry is characterised by

strong regulations and is

obliged to deliver a product

with defined quality to the

consumer. Equipment plays a

major role in influencing pro-

duction quality and business

efficiency. A breakdown could

hamper drug quality and

hence an organisation’s com-

petitiveness. Machine

builders are deploying avail-

able technologies such as con-

dition monitoring, remote

monitoring and diagnostic for

ensuring high machine avail-

ability with safety and secu-

rity in pharma processing and

packaging operations. In addi-

tion, these technologies 

ensure to maintain optimal

product quality, lower 

machine downtime, improve

equipment reliability and 

increase overall efficiency.

Importance of condition
monitoring
“If it’s not broken, don’t fix it’

still applies to many indus-

tries. However, the pharma 

industry cannot follow this

technique as downtime im-

pact both, product quality and

the compliance with pharma

processes. The success of an

organisation heavily depends

on production performance in

terms of increased equipment

and plant availability. This is

feasible only by optimising

and improving maintenance

processes. Condition monitor-

ing meets the requirement of

the modern and competitive

industry. It helps to maximise

the effectiveness of equip-

ment, a system or an entire

plant. Properly planned and

executed condition monitor-

ing can help to minimise

downtime, maximising equip-

ment efficiency and reliability,

reducing operating cost, im-

proving equipment and oper-

ator safety, saving time among

others. Condition monitoring

assures machines and opera-

tor safety by highlighting pos-

sible issues even before they

occur and result in downtime.

In pharma manufacturing, a

number of factors such as

temperature rise, unknown 

vibrations, are responsible for

wear and tear of machines. In

addition, these machines are

designed to perform continu-

ous production, where stop-

page, malfunctioning or

breakdown of even a single

machine can stop the entire

plant, resulting in enormous

material, production and

quality loss. By using condi-

tion monitoring, manufactur-

ers can monitor real-time sta-

tus of a machine and plant,

operational conditions, use

historical data for comparison

and analytics. A successful

condition monitoring coupled

with secure communication

enables machine builders to

monitor their assets 24/7.

Based on condition data 

analytics, maintenance teams

can predict possible failures

and plan for necessary main-

tenance schedules without

hampering production. 

Risk assessment while
implementing condition
monitoring
Machines, devices, sensors,

and workforce need to con-

nect and communicate seam-

lessly with each other. One of

the biggest obstacles in imple-

menting data-driven monitor-

ing such as condition, energy

is making data flow from ma-

chines to ERP systems with a

high level of security. It is im-

portant to protect machine

data, production processes

data, drug formulation infor-

mation, which is companies’

intellectual property. Breach

of such data by any means will

lead to financial damage; af-

fect a company’s reputation

and overall stability. Given all

of these factors, the IT de-

partment places a priority on

data security, confidentiality

and integrity above all.

Keeping track of your
assets
Production heads in pharma

production are all too familiar

with the dilemma: How to im-

prove product quality and in-

crease system availability

while at the same time cutting

back on maintenance costs?

B&R has an answer to this

dilemma. B&R offers condi-

tion monitoring as a pre-in-

stalled, pre-configured pack-

age that makes implementing

predictive maintenance more

straightforward than ever.

B&R’s X20 module offers real-

time status checks of ma-

chines, critical manufacturing

assets, and utilities. It offers

real-time insights of the

health and efficiency of assets.

With these modules, B&R has

introduced onboard intelli-

gence for vibration analysis

that can make monitoring an

integrated and standard fea-

ture in every machine. By

maximising machine availabil-

ity while minimising the time

and money spent on mainte-

nance, the X20 module allows

significant reductions to the

total cost of ownership of ma-

chines and systems. The con-

dition parameters generated

by this module not only pro-

vide operators with the infor-

mation they need to optimise

maintenance intervals but

also are available for use di-

rectly as input in the automa-

tion software. An IEPE inter-

face for querying acceleration

sensors samples signals and

processes them internally to

generate more than 70 condi-

tion parameters, which are

then transferred directly to

the CPU via POWERLINK or

any other standard fieldbus

system. 

In order to improve overall

plants efficiency including

auxiliary buildings, energy,

and utilities, B&R also offers

condition monitoring solution

packages from APROL that

reaches from the I/O level up

to the process control system

for the entire plant. B&R’s

APROL process control sys-

tem makes it possible to unite

plant systems centrally into a

complete system using any

conceivable hierarchy. With a

broad spectrum of functions –

including integrated system

simulation using MATLAB/

Simulink – all levels of 

Why take preventive approach?
Pooja Patil, Corporate Communications, B&R Industrial Automation, gives an insight on how
technologies ensure to maintain optimal product quality, lower machine downtime, improve
equipment reliability and increase overall efficiency

VALUE ADD
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automation can be combined

into a homogeneous system.

With direct integration of 

external systems and signal

sources, APROL allows an 

all-encompassing approach

that ensures reliable and effi-

cient operation of the system

over its entire service life.

Continuous condition moni-

toring increases the quality of

products and the availability

of machines and plants, while

at the same time reducing

maintenance costs. B&R’s

APROL ConMon solution

package provides vibration

monitoring and analysis

based on key condition 

parameters calculated from

acquired measurement data.

B&R condition monitoring 

solutions fit perfectly for a

machine as well as factory 

automation. 

Safety and security for
production lines
Owing to proprietary proto-

cols, seamless machine-to-

machine communication and

machine-to-IT communica-

tion inside a facility was 

uncommon and the topic of

cybersecurity was not of great

concern. However, things are

changing with the increasing

use of new technology open-

ing up potential targets for

hackers. B&R has introduced

the SiteManager for balanc-

ing the needs of production

and IT with enhanced secu-

rity. The device has an inte-

grated firewall and takes care

of cybersecurity. Having the

SiteManager between the

controller and the

Internet/cloud ensures that

any data transferred between

the machine and applications

outside of the company net-

work is protected against

unauthorised access. To

transfer data to the cloud, the

controller connects with the

SiteManager via OPC UA and

is capable of transmitting this

to the upper layers via MQTT.

OPC Unified Architecture

(OPC UA) is a vendor-inde-

pendent communication 

protocol for industrial 

automation applications. OPC

UA bridges the gap between

the IP-based world of IT and

the production floor. It is

based on the client-server

principle and allows seamless

communication from the indi-

vidual sensors and actuators

up to the ERP system or the

cloud. The protocol is plat-

form-independent and fea-

tures built-in safety mecha-

nisms. Since OPC UA is 

flexible and completely inde-

pendent, it is regarded as the

ideal communication protocol

for the implementation of In-

dustry 4.0. B&R relies on open

source communication such

as OPC UA and is an active

member of the OPC Founda-

tion participating in various

working groups. 

“Pharmaceutical machine

builders and facilities are

swiftly recognising the vast

benefits offered by these 

solutions. They are increas-

ingly turning to make their

machines and facilities effi-

cient with lower downtimes.

Condition monitoring together

with data logging enables

them in their endeavour to be

competitive,” explains B&R's

Lead - pharma industry verti-

cal, Shyam Padwal. 

B&R’s X20 module for condition monitoring is a snap to integrate into an overall automation solution – no expertise in vibration mechanics required!

The APROL process control system from B&R and the individual APROL ConMon solution is extremely effective at further increasing pharma pro-

duction efficiency

Shyam Padwal, Lead - 

Pharma Industry Vertical,

B&R Industrial Automation
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Gangwal Chemicals

Gangwal Chemicals Pvt. Ltd. :  706-707, Quantum Tower, Rambagh Lane, Behind State Bank Of India, Malad (west), 
Mumbai - 400064 Tel.: +91 22 2888 9000, Fax: +91 22 2883 5347, Email: info@gangwalchem.com, Web.: www.gangwalchem.com

angwal
® Contact for more information

HPC - HYDROXY PROPYL CELLULOSE

Cellulose based- Non interfering

Provides good stability

Suitable for high dose formulations

For Direct Compression process

Easy disintegration 

Available in many grades to suit your formulation requirements

A Powerful binder 
& disintegrating facilitator

Distributed by Gangwal Chemicals – leaders in Pharmaceutical Excipient

NISSO HPC - A Japanese Excipient 
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TO APRIL - 2019
NEW YORK, USA

BOOTH#

02 04 3953

FKM Rubber Tube

Self Adhesive Profiles
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® ® ®

LABORATORY EQUIPMENTS

REMI SALES & ENGINEERING LTD.
Remi House, 3rd Floor, 11 Cama Industrial Estate, Walbhat Road,
Goregaon (East), Mumbai - 400 063. India
Tel: +91 22 4058 9888 / 2685 1998 Fax: +91 22 4058 9890
E-mail: sales@remilabworld.com l Website: ww.remilabword.com

Walk-in chamber

Deep freezer

Single Door Refrigerator Cyclomixer Mini Rotary Shakers Incubator Shaker

Refrigerated Centrifuge

Lab Stirrers

Hot Plate Magnetic 
Stirrers

Laboratory Centrifuge

HVAC
Clean Rooms
Clean Room Equipments
BMS & Electrical

HVA
Technologies Private Ltd.

Corp. Off.: HVAX House, Bata Compound, Opp Viviana Mall, Khopat, Thane (W)- 400 
601, India.Tel.: 022-21721115/16, Email: info@hvax.in Web: www.hvax.in

Regd ofce: F-62,Dreams The Mall, L.B.S Road, Bhandup(w), Mumbai-400 078
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Autoclavable & Sterile
Disposable Goggles

B
C

A
H

Cleaview Autoclavable GogglesWith 40 Autoclave 
With Grid For Marking Autoclaving Goggles

B
V

G
S

Grid For Marking Autoclaving

Clearview Autoclavable Silicon
Rubber Goggles With 40 Autoclave 
Cycle, Can Be Worn Over Eyeglass

B
C

A
P

B
C

A
G

Single Use Gamma Sterile 
Anti Fog Goggle

G
ri

d

Clear view Autoclavable Panoramic  Thermoplastic 
Rubber Body Goggles With 40 Autoclave Cycles,
Can Be Worn Over Eyeglass With Grid For 
Marking Autoclaving Goggles

June Range of Products 
for free download look for

JUNE4GMP

June Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. | www.june4gmp.com 
info@june4gmp.com | +91 9930359528
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ISO 9001 - 2015 Certied 

™
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To Advertise in

Business Avenues
Please Contact:

■■ Mumbai: Rajesh Bhatkal

09821313017

■■ Ahmedabad: Nirav Mistry

09586424033

■■ Delhi: Ambuj Kumar

09999070900

■■ Chennai ■■ Bangalore:

Rajesh Bhatkal

09821313017

■■ Hyderabad: Mujahid 

09849039936

■■ Kolkata: Ajanta 

09831182580
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Innovative Products For Critical
ApplicationsPHARMA

Wadala Shree Ram Indl. Estate, Unit No. C-32, 
3rd Floor G.D. Ambedkar Marg, Wadala, Mumbai-400031, Maharashtra, India
Phone: +91 22-43560413 • Fax: +91 22-43560425
Email: priyanka@shahbros.com • Web: www.shabros.com

Shah Brothers
Industries Served:
• Pharma & Biotech
• Chemical
• API
• Food & Beverage
• Petrochemical
• Cosmetic

Silicone 
Tubings
and Hoses

Sterile 
Connectors

Clean room 
Ready to use 
Disinfectants

Gamma 
Irradiated 
Tube 
Assemblies

Cartridge 
Filters and 
Housings

Flexible 
PTFE 
Hoses

Single-Use
Bioprocesing
Bags
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www.kromasil.com

Tablet Press Vantix 
P Series

Automatic Tablet 
Coating

Capsule Filling 
Machines S Series

Sejong machines are high productivity equipment and
value for money, has always been.

For almost over 20 years, Sejong has enjoyed your trust and patronage.
To all who stand by us, we thank you for your faith and support

We will do our best each time.

Sold and serviced exclusively by

Allpharm Technologies Pvt. Ltd.
mail@allpharm.in

Phone: 9769199633

BUSINESS AVENUES EXPRESS PHARMA

March 16-31, 2019 EXPRESS PHARMA62



BUSINESS AVENUES EXPRESS PHARMA

EXPRESS PHARMA March 16-31, 2019 63



BUSINESS AVENUES EXPRESS PHARMA

March 16-31, 2019 EXPRESS PHARMA64



BUSINESS AVENUES EXPRESS PHARMA

EXPRESS PHARMA March 16-31, 2019 65



BUSINESS AVENUES EXPRESS PHARMA

March 16-31, 2019 EXPRESS PHARMA66



INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION FOR THEINTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION FOR THE

FLAVOURS & FRAGRANCESFLAVOURS & FRAGRANCES
INDUSTRYINDUSTRY

16-17 April, 2019
MUMBAI

BOMBAY EXHIBITION CENTRE
GOREGAON (E), MUMBAI, INDIA.

Time: 10:00 am to 7:00 pm

E X P O
United By Senses

2
0

1
9Flavours &

Fragrances
Fragrances

r l d
COMPLETE INSIGHT OF THE FLAVOUR & FRAGRANCE MARKET

w

Powered by:

Organised by:
FOR STALL BOOKING & SPONSORSHIP CONTACT:
Tel: +91 9833733117 |+91 7700044217| 218 |220
Email: sales@flavoursandfragrancesexpo.com | info@flavoursandfragrancesexpo.com 
Web: www.flavoursandfragrancesexpo.com

Fragrances  |  Flavours  | Essential oils | Aroma  Chemicals |Fruits,  Floral,  Spice  &
Herbal    Extracts  |  Halal,  Organic   &  Natural   fragrances  | Aromatic    Plants  &
Ingredients   |  Raw   Materials  |    Oleoresins   &    Floral    Concretes  | Straights  &
Mechanical  Processed  Extracts |Natural Food Colors | Aerosols | Cans & Bottles|
Primary & Secondary Packaging | Private Label|Pumps & Sprays|Closure & Caps| 
Contract  Manufacturing | Technology Systems |Equipment’s & machinery

EXHIBITOR CATEGORIES

HURRY UP!
OUY RKO

O
B

VISITOR CATEGORIES
Cosmetics & Personal Care|Soaps & Detergents|Toiletries | Household  Care |
Floor  Cleaners | Hair-care | Air care |  Incense  Sticks  |  Perfumes   &   Deo’s|
Beverages | Cold Drinks | Dairy  |  Ice- Creams |   Confectioneries|    Bakery| 
Snacks & Savories|Nutritional Products|Pharmaceuticals|Importers|Exporters|
Traders| Distributors |Government Bodies | Trade Associations | Publications 

ALLIED EVENTS

F&F
Academic

2 0 1 9

WORKSHOPLIVE DEMOS

ENERGIZE

orkintw ge SoN lp uo tt ioS nenO

SUPPORTING ASSOCIATIONS

MEDIA PARTNERS

FOOD INDUSTRY
INDIA’S ONLY FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRY & TRADE MAGAZINE HAVING MAXIMUM PRESENCE IN NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

Agri Business &Agri Business &

Sk India
कौशलकौशलभारतभारत कुशलशल भारतभारत-

IN RACT
CONFERENCE
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Measuring & Testing/
Quality Control

Laboratory 
Technology

Analysis Life Sciences &  
Biotechnology

Chemical

EXHIBITION SECTORS

24,000+ m of 
exhibition space
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TRIPLEX 
LAMINATE

PVdC COATED
PVC FILM

Corp. Off: 804, Siddhi Vinayak Tower B 
off. S.G. Highway, Makarba, Ahmedabad -380051
Factory: Chharodi - Sanand (Gujarat)
+91 -9726430369 / 7433966038

info@uniworthllp.com  •  www.uniworthllp.com

EMERGING AS 

THE MOST PREFERRED 

PRIMARY PACKAGING 

SOLUTIONS PROVIDER FOR 

THE PHARMA INDUSTRY.

Uniworth Enterprises LLP with it's location at 

Ahmedabad, INDIA, is ideally suited to cater 

efficiently to the Indian market and with ICD 

facility and excellent connectivity by road to 

Nhava Sheva port, Mumbai, can also service the 

export market with minimum time lag between 

production and export.

CALENDER

SLITTER

COATING LINE

LAMINATOR

Ÿ Dust Free & Fully Air Conditioned Factory

Ÿ Fully Equipped Analytical Lab 

Ÿ Producing 60 Micron PVC Film by Direct 
Calendering without Stretching.

Ÿ ISO 9001:2015 & ISO 15378:2017
Manufacturing site

Ÿ 29000 Sq. Mtr. of Manufacturing Area

Ÿ 6000 Sq. Mtr. Built-up Area

WE PACKAGE GOOD HEALTH.

PVC RIGID FILM 
FOR BLISTER 

FORMING

ALU ALU 
LAMINATE

US FDA Type III
DMF: 032495

US FDA Type III
DMF: 032497

US FDA Type III
DMF: 032496

US FDA Type III
DMF: 032494
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PHARMA LIFE

APPOINTMENT

D
r Christiane Hamac-

her comes with more

than 20 years of lead-

ership experience in both

strategic and operational

roles across the value chain in

global pharma, spanning

Asia, Europe and the US. She

has been with Roche, Basel,

Switzerland since 2007 

and prior to that spent 10

years at Schering, Berlin,

Germany.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw,

CMD, Biocon, said, “I am de-

lighted to welcome Hamacher

as CEO, Biocon Biologics In-

dia. Hamacher joins us at a

critical inflexion point in the

business as we build our

stature in the large and grow-

ing opportunity for biosimilar

biologics. I am confident that

she will successfully lead the

company to become a major

global player in the near fu-

ture. Being a woman leader, I

believe she also brings a di-

versity perspective which is

integral to our leadership

journey.”

Dr Hamacher is an accom-

plished international C-suite

executive with a passion for

setting the corporate vision,

defining and implementing

future-driven strategy and

growing businesses through

entrepreneurial innovation

and patient-centricity. She

has robust experience in

steering complex, global ma-

trix organisations, quickly

building strong, trusting rela-

tionships to enable achieve-

ment of top-level results.

During her long career in

the pharmaceutical industry,

she has built expertise in the

areas of oncology, virology,

CNS, cardiovascular, gynae-

cology, diagnostics, dermatol-

ogy, rheumatology and rare

diseases.

She holds a Ph.D. in Molec-

ular Biology (Oncology) from

the University Clinic

Bergmannsheil / University

of Bochum, Germany. She

also studied Economics at 

the University of Hagen, 

Germany.

EP News Bureau

Biocon Biologics India appoints 
Dr Christiane Hamacher as CEO
Dr Hamacher has built expertise in the areas of oncology, virology, CNS, cardiovascular,
gynaecology, diagnostics, dermatology, rheumatology and rare diseases

GLENMARK Pharmaceuticals

announced the appointment of

Alessandro Riva as the Chief

Executive Officer (CEO) of its

new innovation company

based in the US. “Riva  is cur-

rently Executive Vice Presi-

dent, Oncology Therapeutics

and Cell Therapy for Gilead

Sciences. The appointment is

effective April 2, 2019,” Glen-

mark Pharma said in a regula-

tory filing.

On February 14, 2019, Glen-

mark Pharmaceuticals had an-

nounced that it has received

in-principle approval from its

board of directors to spin off

the innovation business into a

new company headquartered

in the US.

“The new company will be a

wholly-owned subsidiary of

Glenmark and will operate

with Alessandro Riva as the

CEO, a management team and

an independent Board of Di-

rectors,” the company added.

“We are pleased that

Alessandro will assume the

role of CEO of the new innova-

tion business,” said Glenn Sal-

danha, CMD, Glenmark Phar-

maceuticals. “His extensive

and diverse industry experi-

ence leading global R&D will

no doubt be invaluable in driv-

ing our pipeline towards com-

mercialisation. We are excited

for this major step as a com-

pany and are confident

Alessandro’s talent and leader-

ship will shape the innovation

business into a major global

biotech company.”

Alessandro also worked in

companies including Novartis,

Rhône-Poulenc Rorer and

Aventis, France. The new inno-

vation company will be head-

quartered in Paramus, New

Jersey. Global locations include

two R&D centres in Switzer-

land, the R&D centre at Ma-

hape, Navi Mumbai, India, and

the good manufacturing prac-

tises (GMP) biologics manufac-

turing facility in Switzerland,

Glenmark said. The new com-

pany will include around 400

employees working to provide

an enhanced focus on the inno-

vation business and help accel-

erate the pipeline towards

commercialisation.

Glenmark said, its innova-

tive products pipeline at pres-

ent has eight assets, including

new chemical entities (NCEs)

and new biological entities

(NBEs), in various stages of de-

velopment in the areas of im-

munology, oncology and pain

management. 

EP News Bureau

Glenmark appoints Alessandro Riva as CEO of its
new innovation company in US
The appointment is effective April 2, 2019

Alessandro
worked in
companies
including
Novartis,
Rhône-
Poulenc Rorer
and Aventis,
France
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IDMA HAS received the ‘In-

dia Pharma Swachatta Cham-

pion Award’ at the 4th India

Pharma and Medical Device

Conclave held recently in

Bengaluru. The award was re-

ceived by Deepnath Roy

Chowdhury, National Presi-

dent and Daara B Patel, Sec-

retary General at the hands of

Mansukh L Mandaviya, Min-

ister of State for Chemicals

and Fertilizers and DV

Sadananda Gowda, Minister,

Chemicals & Fertilizers, Gov-

ernment of India.

IDMA Secretariat at

Mumbai conducted a cleanli-

ness drive at BYL Nair Chari-

table Hospital in their cam-

pus/ premises in Mumbai as

part of the government’s ini-

tiative of Swachhata

Pakhwada.

EP News Bureau

IDMA bags ‘India Pharma
Swachhatta Champion Award’
IDMA Secretariat at Mumbai conducted a cleanliness drive at B Y L Nair Charitable Hospital as
part of the government’s initiative of Swachhata Pakhwada

PRASHANT NAGRE, CEO,

Fermenta Biotech, has re-

ceived the Best CEO of the

Year award in the prestigious

Pride of Maharashtra Award

2018. He received the award

under the manufacturing cate-

gory (Pharmaceuticals).

The award was presented

by Dr Raghunath Mashelkar,

President, Global Research Al-

liance & Former Director Gen-

eral of Council of Scientific &

Industrial Research (CSIR).

Nagre was responsible for

noteworthy transformational

activities undertaken at FBL

such as capacity expansion, in-

creasing its global footprint,

digitisation initiatives for oper-

ational excellence, customer

proximity measures and prod-

uct quality assurance.

Under Nagre’s leadership,

Fermenta Biotech has doubled

its turnover to over Rs 300

crore. Over the last financial

year, the company has won nu-

merous awards such as the In-

dia Pharma Awards 2018 in

three categories: Excellence in

CSR for companies with

turnover less than Rs 500

crore, Pharma International

Excellence, Excellence in Ex-

port Promotion as well as Na-

tional Best Employer Brands

2018 at the World HRD Con-

gress and Hindustan Times

Thane Ratna Award 2019.

Commenting on the award,

Nagre said, “It is an honour to

receive this award from Dr

Mashelkar, who embodies inno-

vation and is an eternal source

of inspiration for all of us. I

would like to thank the SME

Chamber of Commerce and

MIDEA for felicitating me with

this accolade. The award is a

result of the collective effort

put in by all our employees, and

a reflection of the organisa-

tion’s success. The award fur-

ther motivates us as a company

towards bringing affordable

nutrition to India.”

The Pride of Maharashtra

awards were initiated by the

Maharashtra Industrial and

Economic Development Asso-

ciation (MIEDA). The award

function was held on the occa-

sion of the 25th Foundation Day

of MIEDA and 5th Edition Ma-

harashtra Economic Summit.

Other dignitaries were: Sub-

hash Desai, Minister of Indus-

tries and Mining – Government

of Maharashtra, Dr Murtaza

Khorakiwala, MD, – Wock-

hardt, Chandrakant Salunkhe,

Founder and President – Ma-

harashtra Industrial & Eco-

nomic Development Associa-

tion and SME Chamber of

India, Satish Wagh, CMD –

Supriya Lifescience and Chair-

man – Chemexcil and Dr Lalit

Kanodia, CMD – Datamatics

Group of Companies.

EP News Bureau

Prashant Nagre, CEO, Fermenta Biotech 
receives Best CEO of the Year Award
The Pride of Maharashtra Award 2018 was presented by Dr Raghunath Mashelkar, President,
Global Research Alliance & Former Director General, CSIR
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51. Vials turntable
2. Dosing Station
3. Stopper insertion 
4. Vials collection
5. Lyophilizer 

Raj Interna�onal
Andheri West, Mumbai - 400053
Phone: +91 9821238654
Email: jwalant.rana@gmail.com

Tofflon (India) Private Limited
Regd. Off: 44, 100 feet road, 4th Phase,
J P Nagar, Bangalore – 560078
Email : marke�ng.in@tofflon.com

Expertise In Pharmaceutical Industry

Mini KUFillMini KUFill
Small Scale Aseptic Processing Production System Small Scale Aseptic Processing Production System 

Features of Mini KUFill :
Ÿ Suitable for manufacturing oncology, mab, macromolecules & biosimilars. 

Ÿ Specially design for R & D and small scale production of Lyo & Liqued injectable.

Ÿ Multiple product adaptable like vials, cartridge & Pre Filled Syringes 

Ÿ Ensures quick change of format parts & easy change over of recipes 

Ÿ Compact design occupies less space.

Ÿ Lower classi�ication of the clean room (Grade C-D)

Ÿ Less gowning & Less environment monitoring in clean room

Ÿ Suitable design for lyophilizer &  RABS/Isolator integration.

Ÿ Recommended for aseptic & containment application 

Ÿ Product manufactured faster to market 

Ÿ Less operation cost & Consumption of utilities

www.tofflon.com
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